I DON’T PLAN ON KNITTING BY THE FIRE WHILE MEN FIGHT FOR ME. 



MERFOLK ARE REAL 

AND THEY’RE SWIMMING AROUND IN YOUR BACKYARD P. 9 
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Damn 

RIGHT 

VARIES 



He's long been legendary for roiling it up, but 
today vaping is the way Willie gets ready to play, 
WILLIE'S RESERVE" C02 distillate is kind on the 
voice and delivers a consistent, powerful effect. 
It's the perfect grab and go for the show. 


CARTRIDGES AVAILABLE AT THESE SELECT RETAILERS: 


Apex 

Bud Hut stores 
Grass Station 
(George and RitzvilEe) 


The Canyon 
Gypsy Green 
(Chehafis and Olympia) 
Have a Heart stores 


Her ban Elements 
Herban Legends 
The Hidden Joint 
Ku$h21 


Locals Canna House 

Mimbin 

Sweet Jane 
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dockside 

cannabis 


Mffr M£ mcxmf 

Shaun 


Come chec k ou l our 
Eevamped selection 
Dpeonwrttnslns, 
Shaun is nappy 
In- hel p you find 

Sqm* thing npw gr 
walk you through 
your first time. 


5000 1728 4TH AVE S 
SHORELINE 15029 AURORA AVE N 
PecneaLlcHial Mar juana 21 - Medically Endo-sed 


DOCKS! DEC A HH A8IS COM 




Kiosks located in Gloss and Goods or 
a aess from anywhere at ikes.tont. 


WWW IKES.COM A 1.S00.GET.DRUGS 


Ha C& 

2S1QE UNION ST 

4 WT* 


501 15™ AVE E 

dMr Mr to-dMhv 


9022 15™ AVE SW 


■ dikfc* 
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Ocean Greens 


$3 edibles $3 pre rolls 
$5 grams $151 gram wax 
$15 eighths $40 14 grams 

$15 vapes $69 OUNCES 


Open: 8am-1 1:30pm, 7 days a week 


OCEANGREENS420.COM 


DISCLAIMER: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and 
judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. Smoking can kill you. There may be health risks 
associated with consumption of this product. For use by adults twenty-one or older. Keep out of the reach of children. 
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The sweet taste of internet freedom 


Live the Gig Life with Wave G. 

indulge in the sweeter side of internet wilh Gigobi! tnlem&r' from Wove G. The fastest 
internal speed available backed by Wave G's famous 24/7 support means you get 
more of what you wont, with no headaches. It's oil yours for one flat monthly rale and 
no contract, no cop, and no cotch. 


Gigabit Internet, Speed, 


ONE MONTH FREE* 



Go Gig for just £80/ month, and gefycyr i \ isl 1-855’971- 1322 ^ gowavt^Com/G 

month freo. 
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Zero Down 
Car Loans 

Bad Credit is Okay 
30 Minute Approval 

Sign and Drive 

No Obligation 
No Fee 

86 6 - 978-9710 

CascadeAutoFinance.com 



■/ 


LJGU 5 T 3 , 4-8 PM 
iEEpeft SPLASH 


l Y & HVJ 


UMMER SAIL 

.. jD paddle fest 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 17 


3-10 PM 


16 COLLABORATION BEERS ON TAP 


Ribbon Cutting at 3pm // K EXP f s T>J Ta?oy at 5pm // 
Live music performance from LAKE at 7pm 


?14 G» flke Street // Seattle, HA 99122 // Between Boyleton and harvard Ave , 

More info at Redhook.com 
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OPEN CITY 



ANNA CLAIRE WHITE 


The Grim Reaper 
Ruined My 
Make-Out Sesh 


BY MARTI SGHODT 


■ definitely considered taking a shower. I 
finished my run and I peered in the mirror 
and I thought, “Hmm, looking a little greasy, 
maybe we brush the hair and do the makeup 
and change the sweaty shorts.” 

Then I thought “Nah.” I was on my way to 
play poker with my coworkers, who were all 
married, or Republicans, and I was not about 
to waste a hair wash day on a bunch of dudes 
who leave the seat up. 

So I went as-is, hair slick with sweat, legs 
prickly and pale, deodorant long gone and 
dead to the summer heat. I put on my Crocs 
and drove over. 

We were on our fifth hand when I got the 
text. 

“Let’s hang out tonight.” 

To add some context, this wasn’t just any 
boy. This was a boy I had a crush on. A boy I 
had texted to ask out a few weeks prior and 
received no response. 

I cashed out and called my mom. 

“You gotta go,” my mom said. 

It was out of my hands. I was no longer a 
girl looking for smooches, I was a Croc-footed 
vigilante out for justice and answers. 

I sped home and hurriedly applied lipstick 
and deodorant. My roommate stood in the 
doorway, offering advice and encouragement: 
“Put your hair in a bun so he can’t tell how 
dirty it is.” 

I picked him up and we headed for Gas 
Works Park, where at midnight on a Thurs- 
day, we were likely to be the only inhabitants. 

We laid out a blanket and stared at the 
city and the water, and it was lovely and glit- 
tery and just how it was supposed to be. He 
held my hand and tried to run his fingers 
through my greasy, sweaty, bunned-up hair, 
and then gave up and kissed me instead. And 


it was awesome. 

Then I heard footsteps. We were nestled 
in a blanket-fort situation to keep warm, and 
I couldn’t see anything except the fuzzy chee- 
tah print. 

I poked my head out, looked to the left, and 
saw the grim reaper. Or rather, a guy dressed 
as the grim reaper (I hope), lurking uncom- 
fortably near, fully outfitted in a hooded cape 
and a mask. 

He slunk over to a lamppost and peeked 
out from behind it, which was creepier than 
you can imagine. Peekaboo is cute with babies; 
it is much less so when played with a grown- 
ass man dressed like the angel of death. 

“Hmm, nope,” the crush said and I agreed, 
standing up to leave. 

I was meters away before the crush had 
put on his shoes. The reaper took this as an 
opportunity for high jinks and crept up clos- 
er to my crush. I watched from a distance 
as the reaper pulled a flashlight deep from 
his pocket, lifted it to his face, and said in 
a gravely, sorrowful tone: “You gotta answer 
your texts, man. It’s real rude and you can 
do better.” 

I’m just kidding. I don’t know what he said, 
but I do know that my crush sprinted past me 
and desperately pulled on the door of my car, 
waiting for me to unlock it. 

“We gotta go!” he pleaded. 

We drove into the night, narrowly escap- 
ing death, or at the very least an invitation to 
a very twisted three-way. I don’t know what 
they’re telling the kids these days to keep 
’em from fooling around in public parks, but 
I highly recommend this: “Don’t kiss boys at 
night by the water or the grim reaper will 
show up and make you play peekaboo and 
the whole vibe will be ruined.” ■ 


Frank Cassano’s Imbecile Parade 


THIS WEEK’S QUESTION: How do you beat the heat? 


My secret? 

Going to the movies! 
Partly for the movie, 
but mostly for the 
air-conditioning! 
Ha-ha! This week- 
end: Spider-Man! 

— Kristy Denby, 
project manager, Burien 

Just so we're crystal fucking clear, you 
natural-born shitwit: So you cram 
yourself inside a 100-degree car, sit in 
gridlock until you get to a rat-infested 
multiplex, pay for a ticket, pay even 
more for garbage food to stuff into your 
garbage mouth, get lice from a sperm- 
crusted seat, sit through two hours of 
insipid CGI bullshit, then squeeze back 
into your 100-degree car and back 
into your miserable life? At first I was 
worried publishing your "secret" in 
The Stranger would spoil it — but then I 
remembered your oh-so-brilliant scheme 
has been known by unwanted stepchil- 
dren and back-row perverts for fucking 
decades, you fucking imbecile! 




It's actually very 
simple. First, install 
blackout curtains. 
Then use a portable 
AC unit and box 
fans to keep the air 
circulating. Create 
a cross breeze, and 
check that your 
ceiling fans are turning in a counter- 
clockwise direction. 


— Clifford Evans, 
web developer. South Lake Union 


Cliffy, everyone is so impressed... 
that you have this much time on your 
hands! Here's a tip, dipshit — if you're 
the kind of pedantic imbecile who 



thinks it's fun to construct elaborate 
systems of fucking fans, you're also the 
kind of pedantic imbecile who will die 
alone on the toilet! By all means, fiddle 
away with your curtains, gawp at your 
ceiling fan, and craft a perfect little 
masturbation cave for yourself — be- 
cause so long as you're obsessed with 
cross breezes, you'll stay the hell out of 
the gene pool! Jerk away, fucko! 



Ice cweam! 

— Jenni Powell, 
kindergartner, 
Wallingford 

A simple answer 
from a simple mind. 
Now, dearest little 
one — before you 

next shit yourself, how about you put 
the slightest motherfucking modicum 
of thought into your stupid goddamn 
response? "Ice cweam"? Do you mean 
vanilla? Mint chocolate chip? Rocky 
fucking road ? Because while some 
flavors of "ice cweam" will indeed 
cool you off, others will merely coat 
your buck-toothed, slack-jawed mouth 
with sour milk that will curdle in the 
sun, thus further contributing to your 
humiliating speech impediment! Oh, 
and another thing, you diabetes time 
bomb: Move. It's new arrivals like you 
that are ruining Seattle. 


To submit an unsigned confession or accusation, send an e-mail to ianonymous@thestranger.com. 

Please remember to change the names of the innocent and guilty. 

FUCK YOU AND 
YOUR LAPTOP 

I see you there, with your MacBook 
in the punk bar. You're wearing a suit 
and a smug grin, like being in here is 
some kind of badge of being down 
with the cool kids. You and your kind 
bulldozed every other decent fucking 
place in this neighborhood to build 
godforsaken sterile box condos that 
none of us — none of the people who 
keep this place afloat — will ever be 
able to afford. And now you waltz in 
here like it's all cool, like this is just a 
great place you discovered to dream 
up your next big idea for "disrupting" 
another poor bastard out of a job. It's 
not. It's our home. And even if you 
buy it, just like you bought the rest of 
this city, you'll never belong. 

—Anonymous 



STEVEN WEISSMAN 
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SEATTLE 
ART FAIR 

AUGUST 3-6,2017 


4 days | 100+ galleries 
Modern + Contemporary Art 
Artist Talks + Projects 

For tickets and information visit 


Presented by 

aTg 
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SARAH TEVELDAL/FLASHPOOL PRODUCTIONS 


The Real-Life Mermaids 

OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


1 entered the pool area of the DoubleTree by Hil- 
ton Hotel Seattle Airport just in time to see a man 
dressed as Gomez Addams bend down on one knee 
and propose to a woman with rippling red hair and 
a green mermaid dress. 

When she happily accepted, giddy applause burst 
from the other hotel guests gathered around the pool. 
That’s when I noticed that they all had tails instead 
of legs. 

“I would kill for her! I would die for her! Either way, 
what bliss!” bellowed Gomez, and around him a pod of 
mermaids splashed down from the poolside into the 
chlorinated water, undulating in celebration. 

I was at the DoubleTree for Norwescon, a science- 
fiction and fantasy convention, and I’d just stumbled 
upon a daylong gathering for mermaids of the Pacific 
Northwest. 

“We have a lot of merfolk from Portland to British 
Columbia,” said Triton Mahtlinnie, who was sporting 
a purple tail. 

“Sometimes we go on adventures,” said Sif, who 
flapped the yellow tail she was wearing. Next to her 
was the wheelchair she was using to get around the 


An Immersion into 
a Subculture That's 
Really into Immersion 

BY MATT BAUME 

hotel, a not-uncommon mode of transit for mers on 
land. “We’ll swim around in a creek or do a dive-in 
movie.” That’s when they project a movie on the wall 
of an indoor pool. When the weather is nice, they’ll de- 
scend on sites known to attract mers, like Portland’s 
Keller Fountain Park, where there is an arrangement 
of shallow pools and waterfalls. 

As I gazed around the pool, I thought of course Se- 
attle has a robust merfolk community. How could we 
not? The Pacific Northwest has communities for pup 
role-players, for leather contests, and for amateur bur- 
lesque. And Seattle is one of the most furry-friendly 
climates I’ve ever experienced. Furries are people who 
slip happily into an identity as an anthropomorphic 


animal. They express themselves in a variety of ways, 
from online role-play to art to paw-print socks to elab- 
orate fur suits. Like mers, the furry fandom bids a 
giddy “no thank you” to the constraints of our species, 
an outward expression of an inner character that feels 
truer than the bodies they’re born in. 

But of all the outfits and identities and mythical 
creatures, why this? The idea of plunging into water 
with my legs bound together strikes me as terrify- 
ing — what is it about mermaids that has the power to 
seduce? Who are these people? 

The ones I spoke to described a lifelong desire to 
live amid the waves, hearing a call from the water like 
sailors lured by mythical sirens. The only difference is 
that these people are willingly entangled and absorbed 
into the mythology, rather than struggling to an all- 
too-human death on rocky shores. 

On any given weekend, the mermaids might meet 
up in full regalia to splash in a cove or an indoor pool, 
they might slip into human clothes to craft tails and cos- 
tumes, they might make the most of some solitude by 
drawing mermaid art, or they might channel their in- 
terest into a side business or educational enterprise. ► 
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COURTESY OF SIF 

SlF “ I’ve always kind of been a fish. ” 


◄ Water is the common thread, whether that 
means lounging calmly as waves lap at a bank 
or tumbling in a soothing current. To be a 
mer means immersing yourself in a peaceful 
flow, both physically and mentally 

“A good chunk of what I do is performance,” 
said Essie, who dresses in complex costumes 
and entertains crowds at parties, libraries, 
and corporate events. She’s also getting a 
master’s degree in environmental policy. 

“Even back in middle school, I was vol- 
unteering with conservation groups,” she 
said. “Mermaiding has allowed me to reach 
a wider audience and encourage conservation 
through imagination.” 

As communities go, mers tend to have a 
low profile, which can make them difficult 
to locate. Participants often describe dis- 
covering their tribe by accident. Essie said, 
“I always enjoyed swimming, but I never 
thought about being a mermaid until I went 
to a Filipino mermaid academy.” 

She was visiting family in the Philippines 
and saw an article about a facility that lets 
visitors rent a tail and swim among the fish. 
She expected the experience to be fun — not 
life changing. (No word on what the fish 
thought of these aquatic exchange students.) 

“It was one of the greatest experiences of 
my life,” she said. “I ran out of there and I told 
my family, This is what I’m going to be.’ They 
laughed and said, ‘Sure, of course you’ll be a 
mermaid.’” A couple of years later, Essie has a 
part-time business in Seattle doing underwater 
photography and portraiture, and she offers 
“Mermaid for a Day” packages for people who 
seek the same experience that meant so much 
to her. Once she has her customers floating in 
a pool with a tail on, she finds the conversation 
naturally drifts toward the environmental sub- 
jects in which she’s pursuing her degree. 

“It’s been a way to talk to adults,” she 
said. “There are people who’ve never wanted 
a tail before, but want cool pictures, and it’s a 
gateway to talk about conservation and envi- 
ronmental policy in general.” 

It’s difficult not to want to exchange at least 
a few words when you come upon someone in a 
mermaid tail. Like any expression of one’s hid- 
den depths, the costume begins a conversation. 
The tails, seashell bras, and seaweed tiaras are 


familiar pop-cultural icons. You might not know 
exactly what mermaids stand for, but you at 
least recognize the accoutrements, in the same 
way you can draw conclusions based on a per- 
son’s band T-shirt, or collection of Pokemon, or 
the contents of their DVR. 

“A lot of people were inspired as kids by 
movies like The Little Mermaid or Splash ,” 
said Triton, whose preferred pronoun is they/ 
their. By day, Triton is a deckhand on a his- 
toric steamship, giving tours of Seattle’s 
maritime history, and their home is a sailboat. 

For Triton, the inspiration was the Disney 
movie The Thirteenth Year , in which a boy 
grows fins and a tail as he enters puberty. 
“I loved transformation stories,” said Tri- 
ton. “I wanted that to happen when I turned 
13.” Like the boy in the film, Triton — who is 
nonbinary and trans — faced a challenge in 
establishing their identity as an adult. 

“Merfolk don’t necessarily have vis- 
ible genitals, so that can be a thing for trans 
people,” they said. “Triton” isn’t just their 
name — it’s the term they use to express their 
gender. “The two words for merfolk are mer- 
man and mermaid,” Triton said. “There aren’t 
nonbinary options. I had to come up some- 
thing on my own.” 

“I’ve always kind of been a fish,” said Sif, 
the mermaid I met next to her wheelchair. “I 
grew up at Norwescon. My parents met at 
that con. Magic and mythical creatures are 
things I was always exposed to, and my family 
gave me the nickname ‘Nessie’ because when 
we camped at lakes, I wouldn’t want to get 
out. People had to bring me food and water.” 

For merfolk, something special happens 
upon entering water. Reportedly, it goes be- 
yond recreation and relaxation, or comfort, 
or pleasure. There’s a psychological shift that 
coincides with the ebb of water, something 
deep and emotional that echoes the physical 
transformations of mermaid lore. 

Everyone I spoke to described a state 
of intense concentration and focus brought 
about by their passage into the water. It’s 
the same state that often occurs with music, 
religion, sex, or sport — and it’s been stud- 
ied by psychologists since the 1970s. The 
phenomenon is known — perhaps not coinci- 
dentally — as “flow.” ► 
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KENNY EADS 


TRITON “In the water with my tail on, I feel like I have a lot of power. ” 


◄ “I’ve always been an angry person,” said 
Sif, whose mother took her to be evaluated for 
behavioral problems when she was a child. A 
doctor recommended outlets for her seeming- 
ly boundless energy — including ice-skating 
and archery But there was just something 
about swimming. “It was like washing it away. 
For me, water is a calming thing. I can cool 
down my thoughts, slow down, think logically, 
or not think at all. It’s the most peaceful thing 
I’ve ever felt.” 

Sif added, “The water, it’s like home. Like 
coming home from a really long day and going 
to bed. I get to completely clear my head and 
think of nothing but the things that make me 
happy. And when I come out, I feel cleaned of 
everything that hurt my head.” 

Psychologically, flow state is characterized 
by a deepened ability to concentrate, a drop- 
ping of self-consciousness, and a feeling of 
personal power. 

“In the water with my tail on, I feel like I 
have a lot of power,” said Triton. 

“It brought out a new level of confidence 
within me,” said Essie. “I feel much more cen- 
tered. I can feel myself taking on this role. I 
am a mermaid. I don’t see myself pretending 
to be a mermaid, dressing up to be a mer- 
maid. I see myself as this.” The moment she 
slips into a pool, she said, “I feel much more 
focused. I feel like a superhero. I’m trans- 
forming into my alter ego.” 

B y the standards of most obscure subcul- 
tures, the mer community is relatively 
supportive and tends to avoid scandal 
and friction. In contrast, the furry fandom is 
currently struggling with an alt-right wing: 
Since the election, a small number of furs 
have embraced a Nazi aesthetic, with red 
armbands and an #AltFurry hashtag. The 
gaming community has been trolled by mas- 
culine aggressors for years. So far, no such 
strife has intruded upon the merfolk. 

But merfolk have their arguments, too. 
How can any group of humans (well, half- 
humans) not? Conflict has arisen when the 
occasional pool bans tails for being unsafe 
(which they can be if worn by people inexperi- 
enced, impaired, or swimming alone). And of 
course, plenty of folks have met disdain from 
family members. But in this particular region 
of the country, that kind of rejection tends to 
be gentle and infrequent. “I live in Seattle, 
and people here just take weird people in cos- 
tumes in stride,” said Triton. 

The one significant point of contention? 
Disputes over tail materials. It’s not just an 
aesthetic issue — economics are a factor. Fab- 
ric tails are light and inexpensive; silicone tails 
are buoyant and look more impressive, but the 
deluxe versions can cost as much as a used car. 
Sif uncomfortably recalled a schism that 


split local mers a few years ago, when a wom- 
an who owned a coffee business wanted to 
hire mermaids for a publicity event. She ad- 
vertised for silicone-tail mermaids only, and 
when she rejected a fabric-tail mermaid, an 
online flame war broke out in which the busi- 
ness owner was labeled “tailist” and found 


herself ostracized by certain segments of the 
mer community. 

When I told a friend about this, they open- 
ly laughed. That things could get so heated 
over the material of tails seems absurd. But 
humans are programmed to form tribes, con- 
struct labels, identify enemies, and attack. To 
outsiders, it’s funny and arbitrary and foolish, 
and indeed our propensity to battle over iden- 
tity is all of those things. Nevertheless, our 
dumb primate brains, just barely developed 
beyond living in caves, can’t seem to resist 
clannish squabbles. We figure out who we 
are, we figure out who we aren’t, and then we 
know who to fight. 

In any case, such squabbles are rare 


among sea people. Generally speaking, mers 
maintain a focus on camaraderie, helpfulness, 
and performing good deeds. 

Sif, for example, just obtained a degree in 
health and recreation. It wasn’t easy: Not too 
surprisingly, her local community college has 
few course offerings on mermaiding. She’s 


had to adapt coursework that was intended 
for aspiring personal trainers to focus on her 
area of interest. 

“You’re focusing on negatives when you 
go to the gym,” she said. “I very much enjoy 
helping people enjoy themselves.” 

She also participates in beach cleanups, 
coaching young people to understand the im- 
portance of environmental stewardship. She’ll 
strategically position herself along a cleanup 
trail with a trash bag, cheering for kids who 
pick up garbage. 

“For those little kids who want to be at 
home, going along a beach and then suddenly 
seeing a mermaid who’s asking for trash... 
something in their brain changes from if their 


teacher had said, ‘Let’s pick up our trash.’” 

Her voice turned a bit wistful. “There’s 
something about being a magical being, 
where you have attention that you can use 
for something. It feels like I can make a real 
change in the world.” 

Essie, who just completed her thesis, has 
similar hopes to change lives for the better. 
In her policy work, she’s forced to think on 
a very large scale. But, she said, “when I’m 
in my tail, I think much more locally, much 
more individually. I think that shift is im- 
portant not just for me, but a lot of people. 
Especially people who say they care about 
the environment. It’s not just about systems 
of power, but also how you personally choose 
to live your life.” 

How merfolk live their lives is, to most of 
us, strange. Yet the impact can be profound — 
both on their lives and on the lives of those 
around them. 

“When I started performing for kids, I be- 
came much more aware that I wasn’t doing 
everything I told them they should be doing,” 
Essie said. Over time, she’s become closer 
than ever to the ocean, through a mixture 
of her studies and her time with a tail. She’s 
grown more diligent about reducing waste 
and reusing resources. 

These are small, individual acts, of course, 
but they’re also acts of personal morality, illu- 
minated in the most unlikely way: wrapped in 
a tail and carried in the flow of the substance 
that makes life on Earth possible. 

“This isn’t just dressing up,” she said. 
“There’s something bigger here.” ■ 


For merfolk, something special 
happens upon entering water. 
There’s a psychological shift that 
coincides with the ebb of water. 
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WEED 


Washington’s Weed 
Industry Has a Million- 
Pound Waste Problem 

BY LESTER BLACK 


P eople often summarize our state’s 
experiment with legal weed by cit- 
ing the amount of money spent by 
consumers ($2 billion) or the amount of can- 
nabis tax collected ($400 million). But there’s 
a third number that is equally impressive: 1.7 
million pounds. 

That’s the amount of plant waste created 
by Washington State’s legal marijuana indus- 
try since pot farms were first licensed in 2014, 
and that waste has a dirty secret. While the 
tax man and the pot dealer are getting their 
cash, most of the compostable waste created 
by the industry is being dumped in landfills. 

It’s easy to get an exact number for how 
much waste the industry 
creates — state law re- 
quires pot farmers to keep 
track of their waste down 
to the nearest gram — but 
finding out where all of 
this compostable waste 
is going is more difficult. 

Neither the Washing- 
ton State Liquor and 
Cannabis Board nor the 
Department of Ecology 
has kept track of how can- 
nabis waste is disposed of. 

Interviews with waste management and in- 
dustrial composting companies in each of the 
four counties that produced the most amount 
of legal pot last month — Spokane, Thurston, 
King, and Snohomish Counties — reveal that 
industrial composting companies have collect- 
ed little or no cannabis waste, with hundreds 
of thousands of pounds sent to state landfills. 

Industrial composting systems are far 
more environmentally friendly than land- 
fills because they quickly break down waste 
into usable soil. Putting compostable mate- 
rial into a landfill significantly slows natural 
decomposition. 

Cedar Grove, the largest industrial com- 
posting company in King and Snohomish 
Counties, gathers compost from about 10 can- 
nabis producers, according to Cedar Grove 
operations manager Clint Westmoreland. 
“We’re probably collecting between 3,000 to 
4,000 pounds a week of plant waste [from can- 
nabis producers],” Westmoreland said. “The 
ones we deal with are maybe just a little more 
environmentally conscious. We only have 
a handful of customers, so I know we aren’t 
working with every single one of them.” 

An analysis conducted by Top Shelf 
Data — a Capitol Hill startup that uses the 
state’s public data to analyze the legal weed 
industry — shows that there are 207 producer 
and processor licenses in those two counties, 
and their farmers created more than 210,000 
pounds of compostable cannabis waste last 
year. 

In Spokane County, there are more pot 
producers and processors than any other 
county in the state, but none are composting. 
Scott Deatherage, an operations manager 
with Spokane County’s largest industrial 
composting company, Barr-Tech, said they 


don’t collect compost from any producers. 
“I’ve talked to a few guys and told them we 
could do it, but so far they haven’t brought 
anything to us,” Deatherage explained. 

In Thurston County, where there are 76 
producers and processors, only 10 cannabis 
farms contract with LeMay Pacific Disposal, 
the largest industrial compost hauler in the 
county. This according to LeMay recycling co- 
ordinator Emmett Brown, who wasn’t able to 
estimate how many pounds of waste they col- 
lected from those farms. 

In Whatcom County, where upwards of 
215,000 pounds of plant waste was created in 
2016, the industrial composter declines can- 
nabis waste. “Our local 
composter [Green Earth 
Technology] is follow- 
ing federal law, so they 
are not accepting can- 
nabis waste,” said Rodd 
Pemple, the recycling 
manager for Bellingham’s 
largest waste hauler, San- 
itary Service Company. 
“So all of our local [canna- 
bis] generators have been 
instructed to put it in the 
garbage.” 

Green Earth Technology did not return 
multiple calls for comment. 

Some pot producers may be composting 
their material on site or hauling it to indus- 
trial composting facilities themselves, but it’s 
unlikely that these methods account for the 
millions of pounds of waste created by the 
industry. 

Trecia Ehrlich, who wrote a master’s the- 
sis at the University of Washington on the 
health and safety impacts of the state’s legal 
weed industry, said a combination of tight 
regulations on plant waste and a lack of edu- 
cation may be hampering composting efforts. 
“There seems to be a challenge with educa- 
tion. I don’t think that all farmers know they 
can compost it,” Ehrlich commented. 

Current liquor and cannabis board rules 
require pot producers to grind up their plant 
waste and mix it with an equal part non- 
cannabis waste. According to Ehrlich, some 
producers mix it with trash and some mix it 
with other organic material. If the producers 
mix it only with other compostable organics, 
their waste can still be sent to industrial com- 
posting facilities. 

The state does not keep track of soil waste, 
but that may be an even bigger trash problem 
for the industry. Many farms burn through 
their soil quickly — sometimes throwing it out 
after just one use — and that soil may be tak- 
ing up even more landfill space. 

Brian Smith, a spokesman for the board, 
said he wasn’t aware of any attempts by the 
state to encourage pot producers to compost. 
That’s a shame, as 2017 is on track to be the 
biggest year yet for pot farms. If all of their 
composting waste is going to landfills, each 
bowl you smoke may as well be another layer 
of trash. ■ 
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SAVAGE LOVE 

Creepers by dan savage 


I’m a reader in Kansas with two teenage daugh- 
ters, 16 and 18. My girls recently met a boy where 
they work and both took an interest in him. The 
18-year-old was devastated that he was more 
interested in her younger sister. I spoke to the 
16-year-old about it, which is when I found out 
this boy is going to be a sophomore in college. The 
fact that he’s interested in a 16-year-old is a red 
flag. I asked the 16-year-old to keep her distance. 
She agreed, but I saw a shirtless photo he sent 
her. I don’t know what other photos he’s sent and 
I don’t know what she’s sent him, but I immedi- 
ately removed all photo apps from her phone. 
The girls have had public fights about this boy. 
They’ve made peace with each other, but now my 
18-year-old wants to date him. 

I can’t control the actions of an 
18-year-old but (1) it seem likely 
this guy is a complete creep and 
(2) isn’t her relationship with 
her sister more important ? 

Knowing A Numbskull 

Stalks Adorable Sisters 

1. I’m not ready to pronounce 
this guy a creep — at least not 
for the age difference. It sounds 
like he met your daughters 
someplace they’re all working 
this summer, which is a lot less 
icky than some college boy creeping on high- 
school girls via Instagram. And you say this boy 
is going to be a sophomore in college, KANSAS, 
but don’t give his age. There are 30-year-old col- 
lege sophomores, of course, but if this boy went 
straight to college from high school, that would 
make him 19 years old. If your 16-year-old is 
closing in on 17, this guy could be “older” by two 
years and change. While I can understand why 
you wouldn’t want your younger daughter dating 
college boys, I think you are overreacting to the 
age difference — and it’s a moot issue, as he’s no 
longer pursuing your younger daughter. 

1.5. You know what is creepy? Pursuing a 
pair of sisters. The possibility of conflict was so 
predictable, it was likely a motivating factor for 
him. Getting off on drama and public fights isn’t 
a crime, but it is a red flag. 

2. You ordered your 16-year-old to stop seeing 
this guy and deleted apps from her phone. (It’s 
cute you think your daughter isn’t tech-savvy 
enough to re-download and hide all the same 
apps.) You should warn your daughter about the 
risks of sexting — it may be legal for her to have 
sex (16 is the age of consent in Kansas), but she 
could face child porn charges for sending photos 
and this boy could wind up on a sex-offender reg- 
istry for receiving them. (Laws meant to protect 
young people from being exploited are routinely 
used to punish them.) But don’t attempt to 
micromanage your daughters’ love lives. Paren- 
tal disapproval has a way of driving teenagers 
into each other’s arms, KANSAS. If you don’t 
want your daughters having a fuck-you-mom 
threesome with this guy before the summer is 
over, you’ll let them work through this on their 
own — but go ahead and stitch “boys come and go 
but sisters are forever” on a couple of pillows and 
put them on their beds. 

I’m a straight guy married to a wonderful 
woman. She has a daughter. This girl’s bio dad 
is a checked-out deadbeat, so I have played 
u dad” since I met her mom five years ago. The 
girl who used to be a gangly, awkward 11-year- 
old is now 16, and there’s no other way to put 
this: She is hot. I’m not supposed to notice, 
I know, and I have ZERO interest in being 
creepy with her, and she has ZERO interest in 
me. But she has always liked to cuddle with me 
and still does. I believe safe closeness from a 
dad figure helps girls make good choices when 
it comes to boys. (If not for me, she might seek 
attention from douchebag teenage boys trying 
to take advantage.) I want to continue to play 
this role for her. But when she comes in wear- 
ing tiny shorts and puts her legs over my lap, 
I get rock hard. I’m not trying to be creepy, but 


I’m a guy and she’s a perfect female specimen. 
I can’t say, “We can’t be as physically close 
as we used to be,” because that itself would be 
creepy and it would make her sad. 

Insert Dad Acronym Here Obviously 

Sometimes children grow up and get hot, and 
bonus adults in their lives — typically (and thank- 
fully) not their bio or lifelong parents — can’t help 
but notice. The onus is on the adult in that situation 
to suppress that shit. Not awareness of a young 
person’s objective hotness, which cannot be sup- 
pressed, but all evidence of said awareness. Which 
means setting boundaries and, if necessary, keep- 
ing your distance. No, you shouldn’t go to your 
stepdaughter and say, “You got 
hot, and I get boners when you 
put your legs on my lap, so stop.” 
But you should put an end to the 
cuddling. When she plops down 
on the couch, go take a walk or a 
jj shower or a shit. Better she has a 
sad over the end of snuggle time 
than she notices your boners and 
feels unsafe around you. 

She’s most likely plop- 
ping down on you out of habit, 
IDAHO, not out of a need for 
joe newton affection from a trusted male. I 
promise you, she’s not going to 
start blowing bad boys in back alleys if she can’t 
get close enough to give you a boner anymore. 
(Also, if you don’t want to come across as a creep, 
don’t describe your stepdaughter — or any other 
woman — as a “perfect female specimen.” Ick.) 

My college-student daughter lives in an apart- 
ment over our garage. She has a boyfriend, age 
19. After many loud “discussions,” he is allowed 
to sleep over. My daughter got an IUD without 
informing me, so I assume they’re sexually 
active. Two days ago, I crept into the apart- 
ment to check on something and found bondage 
items on her bed — a set of formidable leather 
restraints. I’m worried she’s being pressured 
to do things someone her age wouldn’t be inter- 
ested in. We agreed not to go into the apartment 
when she wasn’t present, and I know there will 
be a loud “discussion” if I tell her what I saw. The 
mental image of my bound daughter distresses 
me and I worry for her safety. What do I do? 

Offspring Has Incriminating Objects 

You stay the fuck out of your offspring’s apartment 
when she isn’t home, OHIO, per your agree- 
ment. And you keep these things in mind: Just 
as there are young queer people out there, there 
are young kinky people out there too. Your adult 
daughter might be one of them. For all you know, 
the restraints were her idea and her boyfriend is 
the one getting tied up. And a scary-to-mom set 
of restraints is a lot safer than nylon clothesline 
or cheap handcuffs. Leather restraints distribute 
pressure evenly, making them less likely to pinch a 
nerve or cut off circulation. Like your adult daugh- 
ter getting herself an IUD, formidable bondage 
gear is a good sign that she takes her safety seri- 
ously. (And how did you find out about the IUD she 
got without informing you? Did you wander up her 
vagina one day to “check on something”?) 

Finally, OHIO, it’s perfectly understandable 
that you don’t like the mental image of your 
adult daughter tied to the bed in her apart- 
ment (her apartment, not the apartment), but 
I’m guessing you don’t like the mental image of 
your adult daughter with a dick in her mouth, 
either. Just as you don’t torment yourself by 
picturing the blowjobs your adult daughter is 
almost certainly giving her boyfriend, don’t tor- 
ment yourself by picturing whatever else she 
might be doing with, to, or for him. ■ 


On the Lovecast, bespoke porn and sexy 
stamps: savagelovecast.com. 

mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
ITMFA.org 
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Waterfront Seattle, and Seward Park Audubon Society 


NEXT THU, AUG 3 DOG NIGHT 

Prepare for p*,ipoy paradise! Dog owners and lovers alike are 
invited to this evening catered to canines. Mtfsic by ill 

KSummerAtSAM Is FREE, open to the public, and all-ages. 
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All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week 


Find the complete calendar of things to do in Seattle 
atstrangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD Stranger Things To Do 


ART 


Jennifer Zwick: The 
Idea S The Thing 
Itself 


DON'T MISS 


Short of a war zone, is there any 
environment more stressful than a hospital waiting 
room? There are certain styles of chairs you sit 
in only when you are waiting for the possibility 
of bad news, and certain vapid magazines you 
read only when you are trying to take your mind 
off something. For her current show at 4Culture, 
photographer and installation artist Jennifer Zwick 
has perfectly captured that feeling of waiting and 
not knowing. For all the anxiety embedded in this 
work, there's something deeply comforting about 
the fact that these are feelings most of us, at one 
time or another, will share. (Gallery4Culture, Mon- 
Fri, free, through Aug 7) EMILY POTHAST 


We also recommend... 


A Collaboration to Benefit Joe B.: Traver 
Gallery, Fri July 28, 6-10 pm 


MUSEUMS 

Cut Up/Cut Out: Bellevue Arts Museum, Wed- 
Sun, $12, through Oct 22 

Daniel Minter: Carvings: Northwest African 
American Museum, Wed-Sun, $7, through Oct 1 
Doris Totten Chase: Changing Forms: Henry 
Art Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, through Oct 1 
Electric Coffin: Future Machine: Bellevue Arts 
Museum, Wed-Sun, $12, through Sept 10 
If You Don't They Will: no. NOT EVER.: Henry 
Art Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, through Oct 1 
Inye Wokoma: An Elegant Utility: Northwest 
African American Museum, Wed-Thurs, $7, 
through July 27 

Jacob Lawrence: Eight Studies for the Book 
of Genesis: Henry Art Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, 
through Oct 1 

Kraft Duntz featuring Dawn Cerny: Fun. No 
Fun.: Henry Art Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, through 
Sept 10 

Yayoi Kusama: Infinity Mirrors: Seattle Art 
Museum, Wed-Mon, $35, through Sept 10 


GALLERIES 

And Not Or: Hedreen Gallery, Wed-Fri, free, 
through Aug 12 

Brian Lane: Dreamscapes: Gallery 110, Thurs- 
Sat, free, through July 29 

Closed Quarters: Vachon Gallery, Mon-Fri, free, 
through Sept 29 

Damien Davis: White Room: METHOD, Fri-Sat, 
free, through Aug 5 

Ellen Xu: make boring: Interstitial, Sat, free, 
through Aug 5 

For the '99 & the 2000s: A Reflection of 
C.R.E.A.M.: Martyr Sauce, Mon-Sat, free, 
through Aug 1 

Gretchen Bennett: Bridge Productions, Thurs- 
Sat, free, through July 29 
Guy Anderson: Greg Kucera Gallery, Tues-Sat, 
free, through Aug 25 

National Heritage Award Artists: Mary Lee 
Bendolph, Loretta Pettway, and Lucy Mingo: 

Greg Kucera Gallery, Tues-Sat, free, through Aug 25 

Continued ► 



Jennifer Zwick: The Idea 
& The Thing Itself 

Through Aug 7 
at Gallery4Culture 
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Football on Tolly I 

MONDAYS - FREE POOL 
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THINGS TO DO ARM CULTURE 

Neon Saltwater: Unvirtual: Glassbox Gal- 
lery, Wed-Sat, free, through Aug 19 
Quota.: SOIL, Thurs-Sun, free, through July 30 
Rhythm In Colors: Central Library, free, 
through Aug 13 

SAM Gallery: Ryan Molenkamp: Wash- 
ington State Convention & Trade Center, 
free, through Aug 15 
Sarah Teasdale: Technaissance: Vermil- 
lion, Tues-Sun, free, through Aug 5 
Untold Passage: Jacob Lawrence Gallery, 
Tues-Sat, free, through Aug 18 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


dinner." So happy hour, essentially. This one 
features cocktail specials made with the 
Campari suite of brands — Aperol, Campari, 
Cinzano 1757, and Frangelico — as well as 
light snacks and some local DJs spinning 
"1960s Italian pop, groovy instrumentals, 
and cocktail 45s." It is very obviously an 
event fueled by the liquor brand's not insig- 
nificant promo budget — "LIVE LIFE, DRINK 
ITALIAN," they urge you — but when said 
liquor brand is one half of the indisputable 
king of summer drinking, the Campari soda, 
that's totally fine. Somehow it just isn't sum- 
mer until you've had one of those pale-red 
concoctions, preferably served with a long 
orange twist in an ice-cold glass. (Bar del 
Corso, Sun July 30, 4:30-7:30 pm, free entry) 
TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE 


PERFORMANCE 


We also recommend... 


Mystery Science 
Theater 3000 Live! 


DON'T MISS 


Back in the 1990s, before 
people watched teens play video games on 
Twitch for hours at a time every week, people 
watched a dude and his three robot frenemies 
ruthlessly mock B movies on Joel Hodgson's 
Mystery Science Theater 3000 television pro- 
gram. The show was full of slacker humor and 
dumb jokes, but no matter what, you could 
always walk away with a memorable snarky 
line. (To this day, I shout "I regret nothing" 
when speeding through yellow lights.) Now 
Hodgson is taking his show on its first nation- 
al tour. Each night, the new host (comedian 
Jonah Heston) and the same robots will hurl 
slights at different features. First, they'll tackle 
the deliciously bad caveman movie Eegahl; 
the second show is a mystery surprise. Watch 
out for snakes. (Moore Theatre, Sat July 29, 

7 and 10 pm, $37-$300) RICH SMITH 


We also recommend... 


After Hours — Summer of Sondheim: 
Justin Huertas & Rheanna Atendido: 

ArtsWest, Mon July 31, 7:30 pm, $30 
American Archipelago: Pony World The- 
atre at 12th Avenue Arts, Mon & Thurs-Sat, 
$20, through Aug 12 

Betty Wetter Presents: It Gets Wetter: 

Timbre Room, July 27-29, 7 pm, $15/$20 
The Comedy of Errors: Various locations, 
Thurs-Sun, free, through Aug 19 
Fun Home: The 5th Avenue Theatre, Wed- 
Sun, $36-$146, through July 30 
Hoodoo Love: Center Theater, Thurs-Sun, 
$25, through July 30 

Jim Breuer: Parlor Live Comedy Club, Bel- 
levue, July 28-29, $30/$35 
MAP's Night Off: feed\back: 12th Avenue 
Arts, Wed July 26, $5-$50 
Much Ado About Nothing: Various parks, 
Thurs, Sat-Sun, free, through August 6 
Mud (Barro): The Slate Theater, Thurs-Sun, 
8 pm, $20, through July 30 
Nights at the Neptune: Neptune Theatre, 
Thurs, 8 pm, free, through August 10 
Pericles: Various locations, Thurs-Sun, free, 
through August 6 

Statements After an Arrest Under the 
Immorality Act: Theater Schmeater, Thurs- 
Sat, 8 pm, $27, through Aug 12 
Strictly Seattle Performances: Broadway 
Performance Hall, July 28-29, $20/$25 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FOOD & DRINK 


La Passeggiata al 
Bar del Corso 


DON'T MISS 


Campari is teaming up with 
Bar del Corso to offer La Passeggiata, "an 
early evening ritual in Italy where people 
come out to socialize, see and be seen, and 
indulge in an aperitivo and snacks before 


Bastille Cafe & Bar Rooftop Dinner Se- 
ries: Bastille Cafe Bar, Mon-Tues, 5:45 pm, 
$165, through Sept 19 
Dollar Store Mondays: The Runaway, 

Mon, 4 pm, free, through Sept 4 

An Evening with David Walker: The Pine 

Box, Thurs July 27, 6-9 pm 

The Great American BBQ: Marjorie, Sun 

July 30 

Ice Cream Social: South Lake Union Saturday 
Market, Sat July 29, 1 1 am-4 pm, free admission 
Pig Out Pig Roast: mkt., Mon July 31, 5:30 
and 8 pm, $40 

Outdoor Project's Seattle Block Party: 

Optimism Brewing, Sat July 29, 2-10 pm, free 

Summertime Sausage and Beer with 
Chuck Shin: Hot Stove Society, Sat July 29, 
6-8 pm, $85 

Switch Sundays featuring Mario Kart 8 
Tournament & Game of Thrones: Whisky 
West, Sun July 30, 6-10 pm 
Pork Red Chile Tamale Making Class: 

El Centro de la Raza, Sat July 29, 10 am-12:30 
pm, $75 

Tour de France: Bar Ferd'nand, Wed July 26 
Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FILM 


Landline 


DON'T MISS 


Gillian Robespierre, writer- 
director of Obvious Child, reunites with Jenny 
Slate for this serio-comic take on secrets and 
lies in Giuliani-era Manhattan. Frustrated ad- 
man Alan (John Turturro) is keeping some- 
thing from hypercritical wife Pat (Edie Falco), 
engaged daughter Dana (Slate) can't resist a 
man from her past, and teen sister Ali (Abby 
Quinn) is sneaking out to go clubbing. True, 
they're normal middle-class problems, but 
Robespierre has a gift for embarrassingly salty 
dialogue, and Slate and Quinn are perfectly 
cast as sisters straining against the yoke of 
expectations. These two elements come to- 
gether to make a very satisfying movie experi- 
ence. (SIFF Cinema Uptown, opens Fri July 28, 
$14) KATHY FENNESSY 


We also recommend... 


Abacus: Small Enough to Jail: SIFF Cin- 
ema Uptown, $14 
Baby Driver: Various locations 
The Beguiled: SIFF Cinema Uptown 
The Big Sick: Various locations 
Brazil / Repo Man: Double Feature: SIFF 
Cinema Uptown, Thurs July 27, 7 pm, $14 
Celebrating Cary Grant: I Was a Male 
War Bride: Seattle Art Museum, Thurs July 

27, 7:30, $9/$49, through Aug 17 
Dunkirk: Various locations 

A Ghost Story: SIFF Cinema Egyptian 
Invasion of the Body Snatchers: Scare- 
crow Video, Fri July 28, 7 pm, free 
Lady Macbeth: SIFF Cinema Uptown, opens 
Fri July 28, $14 

The Little Hours: SIFF Cinema Uptown, $14 
Mali Blues: SIFF Film Center, opens Fri July 

28, $14 

Spider-Man: Homecoming: Various locations 
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THINGS TO DO ARM CULTURE 

Valerian and the City of a Thousand 

Planets: Various locations 

War for the Planet of the Apes: Various 

locations 

Wonder Woman: Various locations 
Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


READINGS & TALKS 


Write On! Ghosts 
of Seattle Past 


DON'T MISS 


One of the founding members 
of Seattle's Black Panther chapter, Elmer 
Dixon, will kick off this celebration of Ghosts 
of Seattle Past, a people's history of the city's 
forgotten places published by Chin Music 
Press. Dixon is an incredible storyteller, as 
his interview in the book with Anisa Jackson 
attests. Those who want to learn about Se- 
attle's olden times, and urbanists who want 
to learn to think about displacement in a way 
that respects and includes the histories of this 
city's fading black and brown neighborhoods, 
would do well to come to this chat. (North- 
west African American Museum, ThursJuly 
27, 7-9 pm, free) RICH SMITH 


We also recommend... 


A Celebration of Crysta Casey's Rules for 
Walking Out: Couth Buzzard Books Espresso 
Buono Cafe, Fri July 28, 7:15 pm, free 
Forward: Origin Stories: The Factory, 
Thurs & Sat, free, through Aug 2 
Fred F. Poyner IV: Central Library, Sat July 
29, 10:30-11:30 am, free 
From Stars to Beer: Peddler Brewing 
Company, Wed July 26, 8-10 pm, free 
Inara Verzemnieks: Central Library, Thurs 
July 27, 7-8:15 pm, free 
Robert Moor: On Trails — An Explora- 
tion: Elliott Bay Book Company, Mon July 
31, 7 pm, free 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


QUEER 


Slay: A Hip Hop 
Party for LGBTQ, 
People of Color, 
and Allies 


DON'T MISS 


| Intersectionality isn't just an 
academic exercise, it's a way of life — and a 
way to party. Join Cake and Ante Up PDX for 
a great big LGBTQ/POC/ally celebration at 
the intersection of minority communities. DJs 
Automaton and Ronin Roc will massage the 
vibe all night long, so you can rest assured 
that the night will be danced away. And 
with proceeds going to Planned Parenthood, 
attendees can pat each other on the back 
for chipping in for a good cause. After all, 
marginalized groups need to be looking out 
for each other now more than ever! Now, 
about the name of the venue. . . (Chop Suey, 
Fri July 28, 9 pm, $5-$10) MATT BAUME 


We also recommend... 


Pleasure to the People: Stories of QTPOC 
Sex & Love: Northwest African American 
Museum, Wed July 26, 6:30-10 pm, free 
Ruckus Harness Party: The Eagle, Fri July 
28, 9 pm-2 am, $6/$8 after 1 1 pm 
TRC Pre-Foam Bathing Suit/Beach Ball 
Party: C. C. Attle's, Sat July 29, 8 pm-2 am 
Tukwila Gay Mix Social: Friendz Cafe, 
Tukwila, Fri July 28, 8-1 1 pm 
Underwear Party: The Eagle, Sat July 29, 

9 pm-2 am, $6/$9 after 10:30 pm 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 




J oin Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth for 

THREE WEEKENDS OF FUN & MERRIMENT AT 

Kelley Farm in Bonney Lake, Washington! 


A Midsummer 
Nights Fantasy 

August 5-6: 

Where we invite all things 
magical & fantastical 
to take part in the revelry! 

Festival of 
Faeries 
August 12-13: 

Come and meet Amy 
Brown, renowned Fairy 
artist! Get her autograph 
from lpm-3pm! 

Pirates , Plunder 
andArrhhhl! 

August 19-20: 

“A Pirate’s Life For Me!!!” 
Join us for a weekend of 
Piratical Plunder! 



www. washingtonfaire. com. 1. 800.587. 0172 
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(20 YEAR ANNIVERSARY) 
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Noteworthy Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com ^f^SEAshows 



WEDNESDAY 7/26 


Neil Diamond 

(KeyArena, all ages) The Jewish Elvis! Allowing 
that, unlike Elvis, Neil Diamond (mostly) writes 
his own songs and lived to be an old man. He's 
been subtle — I had to be told that "Cracklin' 
Rosie" was really rose, a hobo singing love 
to his paper-bagged bottle of ripple. He's 
been audaciously odd — Tap Root Manuscript 
with its sidelong suite of Africa-centric pop 
muddled somewhat by a declaration of how 
it might be better to be a black man, and you 
decide whether to write that off as overen- 
thusiasm, dismiss it as ignorant, or both. I give 
Diamond the benefit of the doubt, for the 
pleasure he's given the world and all-around 
evidence of a warm heart. ANDREW HAMLIN 

Blonde Redhead, Porcelain Raft 

(Neumos) Last fall, the tastemakers at Numero 
Group released Masculin Feminin, a box set 
filled with NYC trio Blonde Redhead's early 
work. If it recalls a specific time in alt-music 
history — when Kim and Thurston were still a 
couple, when Touch & Go was still a func- 
tioning label — their 1990s material holds up 
wonderfully today. It probably helps that 
the core members (Kazu Makino and twins 
Amedeo and Simone Pace) never signed to a 
major label, worked with a big-name produc- 
er, or sought commercial-radio airplay. Then 
and now, they came on like a stripped-down 
cross between Sonic Youth and Damo Suzuki- 
era Can. No less a Lower East Side luminary 


than Arto Lindsay (DNA, Ambitious Lovers) has 
praised their "emotional grandeur and eye 
scratching immediacy." KATHY FENNESSY 

Tobin Sprout, Elf Power 

(Barboza) These veteran 1990s artists both 
spent their formative years being overshad- 
owed by immediate contemporaries — Tobin 
Sprout by his erstwhile imperial phase Guided 
by Voices bandmate Robert Pollard (to whom 
he served as a kind of George Harrison/Chris 
Bell figure), and Elf Power by their fellow 
Elephant Six Recording Collective luminaries 
Neutral Milk Hotel, Olivia Tremor Control, 

Of Montreal, et al. But they have both stuck 
around and proved their mettle as killer 
exponents of the not-quite-dying-but-man-l- 
miss-when-it-was-way-more-prevalent art of 
lo-to-mid-fi psych-pop rock 'n' roll. And unlike 
a lot of bands that may have once burned a 
little brighter, both Sprout and Elf Power have 
really excellent new records ( The Universe and 
Me and Twitching in Time, respectively) that 
belie the old rock truisms and argue for lon- 
gevity as a font of inspiration. SEAN NELSON 

Undergang, Necrot, Hissing, Fetid 

(Highline) There's nothing pretty about the 
style of music that Denmark death-metal 
crew Undergang play. It's ugly, raw, and 
stripped down — no fancy arpeggio sweeps 
or metalcore breakdowns, no eight-string 
guitars or electronic interludes. This is true 
old-school-sounding shit. Their new album. 


Misantropologi, offers 10 more slabs of 
guttural filth. If you prefer Death's Scream 
Bloody Gore years as opposed to their more 
progressive material, this is your jam. Bay 
Area trio Necrot are equally as brutal, with a 
straightforward, powerful approach to — you 
guessed it — death metal. Show up early to 
catch two of Seattle's gnarliest and loudest 
bands. Fetid and Hissing. KEVIN DIERS 


THURSDAY 7/27 


Taiwan Housing Project, Deep Tissue, 
Mind Beams 

(Chop Suey) Kill Rock Stars comes correct with 
new signing Taiwan Housing Project, a group 
so auspicious their label enlisted some dude 
named Ian Svenonius to write their press bio. 
Led by ex-Little Claw vocalist Kilynn Lunsford 
and former Harry Pussy guitarist Mark Feehan, 
THP scrabble and squawk far outside the lines 
of indie-rock decorum. Listening to their debut 
album, Veblen Death Mask, you sense that THP 
have no interest in trying to score a placement 
in a bougie TV ad, unlike so many thirsty indie 
rockers these days. Instead, THP shriek in a 
no-wave-roasted frequency that'll frazzle you 
into fight-or-fuck lividness. Their live show is 
described by Mr. Svenonius as an "ecstatic orgy 
of sound." Why would he lie? DAVE SEGAL 

Black Merlin, Aos 

(Kremwerk) In the summer of 2014, producer 
Black Merlin (aka George Thompson) trav- 
eled to Bali to record a gamelan ensemble, 


a traditional percussion group. In his native 
London, Thompson turned those sessions 
and numerous field recordings from the trip 
into Hipnotik Tradisi, a captivating collec- 
tion of electronic music that sits somewhere 
among techno, ambient, and musique 
concrete. To the credit of Thompson and the 
Indonesian musicians he worked with, the 
album avoids hackneyed "tropical" signifiers 
entirely — it's stifling, dense, uneasy music 
that nevertheless evokes a sense of place. 
Fans of Andy Stott or Demdike Stare should 
take note. Setting an appropriate mood will 
be the heady selections of secondnature 
member Aos, who is fast becoming one of 
the Pacific Northwest underground's most 
respected techno DJs. ANDREW GOSPE 


FRIDAY 7/28 


George Clinton and Parliament 
Funkadelic 

(Neptune, all ages, July 28-29) The super- 
humanly prolific George Clinton, a capital-C 
Creator who put whole planets in orbit, 
turned 76 last week — a distinguished age to 
reach when touring, creating, and imbibing 
for as many years as he has. So how do I put 
this? If you go your whole life not seeing the 
Godfather, the sworn protector of the Funk 
realm, it's possible you will not be permitted 
passage onto the Mothership when it comes 
to rescue God's children from the terminally 
unfunky. (Is it you?) Your best bet is to do 

Continued ► 
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• ZIP LINE 
• FUN ZONE 
PETTING ZOO 
LOGGING SHOW 
■ STORY TELLERS 


SATURDAY MUSIC 
11:00AM RANDY WOOD 

12:30 PM LOW DOWN DRIFTERS 
2:30PM JESSE TAYLOR 
5:00PM UAm Rime* 


5WIM0N STAGE 

SUNDAY MUSIC 

11:00 AM RANDY WOOD & PETER A LI 

12:30PM STARNAYEA 
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5:00 PM 


m m 


m * » 4 m 


m 9 


-* i 


HARVEST MOON t> BASH THE TRASH » DAVID NELLIS & JP FALCON 
DANA LYONS » NEW OLD TIME CHAUTAUQUA CIRCUS 
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SNOHOMISH COUHTYS 






RIVER MEADOWS PARK 

ARLINGTON WASHINGTON 


GATES OPEN 11 AM ADMISSION PARKING SI 6 


ALCOHOL S DRUG F REE EVEN1 


FestivaloftheRiver.ciin 



tractor 

ES LISTED ARE SHOW TIMES. 
DOORS OPEN 30-60 MINUTES BEFORE. 



Friday 7/28 

„ LOCAL INDIE ROCK 

TAPE STACKS 

(EP RELEASE) 

GREET THE SEA, THE HOOT HOOTS 

9PM $10 


Saturday 7/29 

KEXP’S THE ROADHOUSE PRESENTS 

CHARLIE PARR 

MICHAEL WOHL, DJ SEAN JEWELL 
(OF AMERICAN STANDARD TIME) 
9PM $15 


Wednesday 8/2 

MEXO-AMERICANA 

DAVID WAX 
MUSEUM 

M. LOCKWOOD PORTER, KATIE KUFFEL 

8PM $10 


Thursday 8/3 

NOLA FUTURE FUNK 

NAUGHTY 

PROFESSOR 

JONNY SONIC 


9PM $8/$ 1 0 


"A 


Sunday 7/30 

NZ GOTHIC FOLK 

ALDOUS HARDING 

BRIANA MARELA 

9PM $ 1 07$ 1 2 



, . 7/26 BAD BEACHES 7/27 SUPERMOTHER 

II F k 8/4 SLENDER MEANS 

v 1 8/5 HEELS TO THE HARDWOOD 8/6 THE 

L J ' raw WHISTLES & THE BELLS 8/7 JASON EADY 


FOLLOW US ON FB, 
TWITTER & INSTAGRAM 


M 


5213 Ballard Ave. NW ★ 789-3599 


L w^oviractortaverii.co^ 
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URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT 
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MELISSA POLINAR 
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V28 GitAMPAGNS MtiMV 
«/70 CRYSTAL 


COMING UP 


i/1 7 INF SOUND SUMMIT: SFATTLF 
S/Z41EN MAN BRASS BAND. FILiHY 
FFMCOPPS OBOINA' tvGGOVF 
9/ 14 JESSICA M RNANQE2 AND 1HE DELTAS 
9/23 PUB4JC StfiVTC-E BROADCASllNG 
9V2A SARAH flASKA 
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9/2fl BONDER 
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THINGS TO DO MUSIC 

exactly as Dr. Funkenstein himself prescribed 
on one of the genre's greatest dis tracks — and 
take it to the stage. The funk will never die, 
and the legacy of the almighty Funk Mob 
continues, but you gotta appreciate the few 
greats left while they are still here. Now can 
you get with that? LARRY MIZELL JR. 

Smash Mouth, Spin Doctors 

(Snoqualmie Casino) Several years before 
"All Star" graced the Shrek soundtrack, 

I found myself at age 12, standing in a 
newly renovated KeyArena, watching Smash 
Mouth open for Sugar Ray. It was Bum- 
bershoot 1997. The Mouth's big hit at the 
time was "Walking on the Sun," which they 
played, before closing with "Why Can't We 
Be Friends," their whinier pop-punk/ska take 
on War's 1975 feel-good jam. Looking back 
from a time when the lead singer has threat- 
ened — and attempted — to assault audience 
members at his shows, the song choice holds 
a special comedic irony in my heart. The 
moral of the story is, if you happen to find 
yourself at Snoqualmie Casino (which is mis- 
spelled on the band's website) on this night, 
it might be wise to keep those embarrassing 
Smash Mouth memories as just that, and 
stick to the slots. TODD HAMM 

10,000 Maniacs, Cindy Lee Berryhill 

(Triple Door, early show all ages) Describe a 
landscape, or a lake, or a building, wrote John 
Gardner as a series of prompts to fledging 
writers, and don't mention something crucial 
about the perceiver: the death of a loved one, 
the death of a despised one, the fact that the 


perceiver is a bird. Cindy Lee Berryhill made 
an album (mostly) like that, her new one. The 
Adventurist; it's about, but rarely mentions, 
the slow death of her husband, music journal- 
ist Paul S. Williams. Knowing that, of course, 
allows us to color in the perceiver's part, but 
the album works either way. Meanwhile, 

1 0,000 Maniacs took up adapting songs from 
the British Isles on their latest album. Twice 
Told Tales. I sure like that one called "Do You 
Love an Apple?" as it stumbles from the title 
question to eternal faithfulness and other 
urgent biz. ANDREW HAMLIN 

StarRo, JusMoni, Yung Futon 

(Kremwerk) Like many Japanese electronic 
musicians, starRo (aka LA producer Shinya 
Mizoguchi) creates tracks that seem to be 
bathed in a halogen glow, tracks that emit 
an ultra-vivid sheen that slyly keep you en- 
thralled from the get-go. In starRo's case, he's 
working in the crowded field where neo-R&B 
sentimentality intersects with Brainfeeder/AI- 
pha Pup-style rhythmic trickery. It's accessible 
music geared for seduction, but it exists on a 
higher plane of quality than much of its chart- 
dwelling sonic kin. If you enjoy feeling like 
you're living in a sparkly, futuristic edifice in 
which everyone's drinking turquoise cocktails, 
starRo may be your jam. DAVE SEGAL 


SATURDAY 7/29 


Thievery Corporation, Stick Figure, 
Trevor Hall, the California Honeydrops, 
Sol, Kore Ionz, Landon McNamara 

(Marymoor Park, all ages) Over the last 21 
years, Washington, DC's Thievery Corpora- 
tion — Rob Garza and Eric Hilton — have 
assimilated many electronic-music styles into 
smooth blends that go down easy in lounges 


and on beaches. Their oft-breezy takes on 
dub, rap, down-tempo funk, dancehall, and 
other modes of the clubland diaspora trigger 
thoughts of aural tourism, but the duo's 
production and arrangements undoubtedly 
exude quality. The 2017 album The Temple 
of I and I explores reggae, hiphop, and 
R&B with Thievery Corporation's trademark 
suaveness and mellow rhythmic undertow. 
DAVE SEGAL 


SUNDAY 7/30 


Aldous Harding, Briana Marela 

(Tractor) Aldous Harding is Angel Olsen for 
dramatic weirdos. Her music has a deeply 
present sense of self, like a musical long con 
that wouldn't be out of place in a Kundera- 
esque "joke" — it's too dark to be whimsy, 
but too capricious to be simply medita- 
tive. If there were ever a reason to remake 
Amelie, I would hope that film would be 
soundtracked by something like this. Show 
opener Briana Marela has a new album 
out this August, fresh off the success of this 
year's emotionally unwieldy singles "Give Me 
Your Love" and "Quit." Marela is the queen 
of the slow burn, edging her way into your 
heart with a secret, brutally feminine power 
hiding in her breathless vocals and dreamy 
yet grounded production style. KIM SELLING 


MONDAY 7/31 


Former R.E.M. drummer Bill Berry turns 59 
today. 


TUESDAY 8/1 


Kendrick Lamar, Travis Scott, 
D.R.A.M. 

(Tacoma Dome, all ages) To Pimp a Butterfly 


was 201 5's best album, a breathtakingly 
ambitious funk/jazz concept epic find- 
ing Kendrick Lamar at the showy height 
of his considerable powers, conscripting 
a who's-who cast of collaborators for 
its messy race opera. By contrast, 201 7's 
follow-up DAMN, was almost alarmingly 
spare, harrowing, and solitary-feeling, but 
sniped K. Dot's usual demons and targets 
with an even finer motor control. When 
the very few guests showed up — mod- 
est talents Rihanna and U2 — they merely 
served as well-utilized bit players in service 
to a deceptively linear internal monologue. 
Here's a master of the form who's racked 
up almost as many indispensable volumes 
as a Tribe Called Quest — and though he's 
always hotly debated, his crown is indis- 
putable. Thank you, Kendrick, for bringing 
it back West. LARRY MIZELL JR. 

Green Day, Catfish and the Bottlemen 

(White River Amphitheatre, all ages) It's 
probably fair to say that, back in 2004, 
most Green Day fans thought American 
Idiot would be an aberration — a heav- 
ily conceptual political record coming 
from a band known for writing extremely 
catchy songs about youthful slackerdom. 
Instead, it informed the trio's arena-rock 
trajectory for the next decade. First came 
another rock opera (2009's 21st Century 
Breakdown), then a triple album released 
incrementally in 2012. Last year's Revolu- 
tion Radio somewhat pares down such 
highfalutin tendencies, but there's still a 
multi-suite rock epic, a song that rhymes 
"photobomb" with "Vietnam," and a 
song about our troubled times called 
"Troubled Times." At least American Idiot 
is more relevant than ever, even if Green 
Day aren't. ANDREW GOSPE 



SAT 8/5 7PM 21 & OVER 

KLOVER JANE 

WYATT OLNEY & THE WRECKAGE 
SUPERFEKTA 
WOODSHED 
REV3 / STOIC F.B. 


TUE 8/7 7PM 

HEMLOCK 

JESUS WEARS ARMANI 
TWASMONAUT 
LOST EYEDENTITY 


THUR 8/17 2PM 

SUMMER SLAUGHTER 2017!!! 

THE BLACK DAHLIA MURDER 
DYING FETUS 

THE FACELESS + MANY MORE 


SUN 9/3 5:30PM 

DECAPITATED 
THY ART IS MURDER 
FALLUJAH 
GHOST BATH 
DISMEMBERING MARY 
AETHEREUS 


TUE 9/5 6:30PM 

INQUISITION 

UADA 

VOLAHN 

INQUIN0K + GUESTS 


QI? BED PR0ZAK WITH: DEADLY 

POETS / H00LIG00NS / TOM HUTCH AND 
HENRY HAGEN / GREAT DANE, LAB RATZ / THA 
DR0MAN GIRLS NIGHT OUT TRINA 

VENOM, INC. - BLOODSTAINED EARTH TOUR W/ 
G0ATWH0RE/T0XICH0L0CAUST/THEC0NVALESCENCE 
/ N0CTIUM ORPHANED LAND / PAIN / VOODOO 
KUNGFU / WHYTHRE TWIZTID 20 YEAR ANNIV. 
/ MOONSHINE BANDITS / BLAZE YA DEAD H0MIE 



I 


SEA MONSTER live music 

TUESDAYS w/ JOE DORIA 

Live B3 organ jazz funk 
9:30pm, $5 

WESTSOUND WEDNESDAYS 

Live soul and funk 9:30pm, $5 

LADIES NIGHT THURSDAYS 

9:30pm $5, Ladies in Free 

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS 

Live funk and soul revue w/ 
DJ ROC PHIZZLE at 9pm $10 

LIVE SATURDAYS $10 

CUBAN ALL STARS 7pm 
700 FUNK 10pm 

SAT & SUN BRUNCH 11AM 

LIVE JAZZ 12-2, 21+ @ 10PM 


(A SCRATCH BAR FOOD and Y'l 
HAPPY HOUR 4-6 DAILY JJ 

2202 N 45th St • Seattle 
206 992-1120 

seamonsterlounge.com 


hiohunj; 

^ Wednesday, July 26 

UNDERGANG 

Necrot 

Hissing, Fetid 

9 PM $12-$ 14 


Monday, July 31 

3TEETH 
Dead Animal 
Assembly Plant, 
Year of Death 

9PM $14-$ 16 


Tuesday, August 1 

PAWNS 

Arcane, Cruz de Navajas, 
Espejo Convexo 
Medusa Stare, DJ Dr. Jones 

9 PM $10-$ 13 


Wednesday, August 2 

LUNGS 
Witch Ripper 
Githyanki, 
PissWand 

9PM $10-$ 12 


Friday, August 4 

THRONES 
Darsombra, 
Noise-A-Tron 
Teach Me Equals 

9PM $10 


Sunday, August 6 

LOUDMOUTH CUNTS 
Standup Comedy 

7 PM $7-$10 


www.highlineseattle.com 

210 Broadway Ave E • 21+ 
Dinner service everyday 5-llpm 
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\ Nectar Lounge 

NEETARl 412 N 36th St 

l 7 206.632.2020 

www.nectarlounge.com 


7.26 Wednesday (Reggae) 

THROUGH THE ROOTS 

Sun Dried Vibes, Perfect by Tomorrow 

7.27 Thursday (Reggae) 

PREZIDENT BROWN 

Tatanka, Saritah 

7.28 Friday (Hip-Hop) 

BLACKALICIOUS + ZION I 

7.29 Saturday (DJ/Dance Party) 

THE PRINCE & 

MICHAEL EXPERIENCE 

DJ Dave Paul 

7.30 Sunday (Space Rock) 

SPYN RESET & NVO 

Purr Gato 

8.2 Wednesday (Funk/Soul) 

PJ MORTON 

Ghost-Note 

8.3 Thursday (Reggae) 

DEZARIE 

Ron Benjamin (Midnite), The Lambsbread 

8.4 Friday (Psyche Rock) 

SLEEPY SUN 

Kingdom of the Holy Sun, 

Moon Darling, Golden Idols 

8.5 Saturday (Tribute) 

A TRIBUTE TO THE ALLMAN 

BROTHERS BAND 

"LIVE AT FILLMORE EAST" 

Idlewild North, Swindler 

8.6 Sunday (Tribute) 

PURPLE HAZE: 

A TRIBUTE TO JIMI HENDRIX 


UP & COMING 

EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM 

8.8 THE ABYSSINIANS 

8.9 MICKEY AVALON 

8.11 NACHO PICASSO 

8.12 80S VS 90S DANCE PARTY 

8.16 PLANET BOOTY 

8.17 KID KOALA 

8.18 QUANTIC 

8.19 BOWIEVISION 

8.20 RAY JR. 

8.23 TALKING DREADS 

8.24 BIG BRASS EXTRAVAGANZA 

8.25 EMO DANCE PARTY 

8.30 NEW KINGSTON 

8.31 JERRY GARCIA CELEBRATION 
8c 9.1 (2 NIGHTS!) 

9.2 TUBALUBA 

9.5 MEGA RAN 8c MC LARS 

9.7 HIGH CLOUD COVER 

9.8 TRL TOTAL REQUEST LIVE 

9.9 CLINTON FEARON 

9.10 HUEY P 

9.13 LASCAFETERAS 

9.14 THE CUMBIEROS 

9.20 BLACK UHURU 

9.21 DEVIN SINHA 

9.22 BARRETT MARTIN GROUP 

9.29 j MAYDAY! 

9.30 ELDRIDGE GRAVY 8c 
THE COURT SUPREME 

10.13 PIGEONS PLAYING 
PING PONG 

10.14 ZACH DEPUTY 
10.21 PHUTUREPRIMITIVE 

+ PARADOS IO 

10.29 TROUT STEAK REVIVAL 
11.3 KITCHEN DWELLERS 

11.5 RUSS LIQUID 
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FRIDAY 9/15 
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FRIDAY 9/22 

TURKUAZ 

SINKANE 


WEDNESDAY 9/27 

ALLAH-LAS 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE RUNAWAY & NEUMOS.COM 


NEUMOS.COM | THE BARBOZA.COM | THERONAWAYSEATTLE.COM 1 925 E PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 
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THIN T DO MUSIC 


The Best of the Rest of the Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com ^0 @SEAshows 
★ = Recommended ©= All Ages 


WED 7/26 


CENTRAL SALOON 3bruh, 
Dead Sonics, Crown Villains, 
Burly Boyz, 8 pm, $5 
CHIHULY GARDEN AND 
GLASS Summer Nights in 
the Art Plaza, 5:30-7 pm, 

$29 

© CHOP SUEY Lil Icepack 
with Guests, 7 pm, $15 
© THE FUNHOUSE Youngest 
of Elders, Monitor, Evan, 

The Bang-Up Jobs, 7 pm, 
$8/$ 1 0 

HIGH DIVE The Hard Rocks, 
Sky Penis, Radioshark, Quick 
Nine, 8 pm, $6/$8 
HIGHWAY 99 John 
Maxwell's Acoustic Juke 
Joint, 8 pm, $7 
LO-FI Weep Wave, 

Nauticult, Yr Parents, 
Crushing Crayons, Nathan 
Sloan, 8 pm, $8 
NECTAR Through The 
Roots, Sun-Dried Vibes, 
Perfect By Tomorrow, 8 pm, 
$ 1 3/$ 1 5 

SEAMONSTER Westsound 
Deep Funk Club, 

9:30 pm, $5 

SUBSTATION Night Ships 
with Patrick Nehoda and 
FIN, 8 pm, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN Bad 
Beaches, Breakaway 
Derringer, Sundog, 8 pm, $8 
TRIPLE DOOR Joey 
Molland's Badfinger, 

7:30 pm, $30-$50 
© UNIVERSITY VILLAGE 
Sounds of Summer Concert 
Series, 7-8:30 pm, free 

p rx+4 

EGAN’S BALLARD JAM 
HOUSE Vocal Showcase and 
Jam, 7 pm, $10 
© JAZZ ALLEY Jan iva 
Magness, 7:30 pm, $30.50 
© MOLLUSK Jeff Ferguson's 
Triangular Jazztet, 

7-10 pm, free 
© THE ROYAL ROOM The 
Savoy Night Owls with The 
Witness, 7:30 pm, free 
TIM’S TAVERN Jazz Night 
with Stuart McDonald, 

8 pm, free 

eh 

CONTOUR Depths, 9 pm, 
free 

FOUNDATION SUBstance 
Wednesdays, 10 pm, $0-10 
NEIGHBOURS Level Up 18+: 
DJ ALO, 9 pm, Free/$10 
PONY Bloodlust, 9 pm, free 
Q NIGHTCLUB Forms: 
Darius, 9 pm-2 am, $1 1 
REVOLVER BAR Maximum 
Rock & Roll, 9 pm-2 am, 
free 

THE RUNAWAY TUF LUCK: 
Resident TUF DJs with 
MMMEIt, 9 pm-1 am, free 


CLASSICAL/OPERA 


© BENAROYA HALL Seattle 
Chamber Music Society 
Summer Concert, 8 pm 
★ © DELRIDGE PLAYFIELD 

Music Under the Stars, 

7:15 pm, free 


THURS 7 /27 


BARBOZA Speaker Child, 
Swisher Sleep, Don Dishes, 
Roc Phizzle, 8 pm, $ 1 2/$ 1 5 
BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Camel Bones, Grim Statistic, 
Filler, 9 pm, $7 
CITY HALL PLAZA Down 
North, 12-1:30 pm, free 
★ THE CLOUD ROOM 


White Baby Grand Series 
with Shenandoah Davis & 
Friends, 5:30-7:30 pm 
CONOR BYRNE Maricsz, 
Niagara Moon, Craig 
Marker, 8-1 1 pm 
© CROCODILE Kap G, J.R. 
Donato, Priceless Da Roc, 
Paper Paulk, Shawn Parker, 

8 pm, $15 

FRED WILDLIFE REFUGE 

Spirit Award, Chris Cheveyo, 
Vomitface, Jake Laundry, 

8 pm, $8/$ 1 0 

★ FROLIK Bread & Butter, 

7 pm, free 

© THE FUNHOUSE 
CrimsonGuardian, The 
Randy Savages, Reverent 
Circle, Eroder, 7 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 
HIGH DIVE Marmalade, 

8 pm, $6 

NECTAR Prezident Brown, 
Tatanka, Saritah, 8 pm- 

1 am, $15 

© NEPTUNE THEATRE 

International Girl Gang 
Expo, 8 pm, free 
© OLYMPIC SCULPTURE 
PARK The Black Tones, 
Infinity Accessories with 
Tariqa Waters, 6-8 pm, free 
RENDEZVOUS Lust For Life, 
9:30 pm, $15 

SEAMONSTER Aqua Soul, 
9:30 pm, free for ladies/$5 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 
Urban Pioneers, Polyester 
Wags, The Whiskey Drifters, 
8 pm, $7 

© STUDIO SEVEN Niyah 
Marie, JustNCase, Guests, 8 
pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 5 
SUBSTATION Fragile 
Weapons, Nick Valentini 
Collective, Patrick Galactic, 

8 pm, $8 

SUNSET TAVERN Sidewalk 
Chalk, The Spider Ferns, 
Screens, 9 pm, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN 
SuperMother, Jerett 
Samples, Arthur James, Old 
Coast, 8 pm, $8 
© TRIPLE DOOR Paul 
Thorn with Alice Drinks The 
Koolaid, 7:30 pm, $26-$34 
© VERA PROJECT Gypsy 
Temple, Foxy Apollo, 
Moroccan Dog, 8 pm, $7 

IFiVH 

★ BARCA Jazz at Barca, 

9 pm-midnight, free 

★ © CHAPEL 
PERFORMANCE SPACE 
Earshot Series: Jazz, The 
2nd Century, 8 pm, $5-$15 
© JAZZ ALLEY John 
Pizzarelli Plays Jobim with 
Daniel Jobim, Duduka 
DeFonseca, and Helio Alves, 
7:30 pm, $36.50 

EH 

CONTOUR Jaded, 9 pm, 
free 

GRIM’S Special Blends, 

8 pm-2 am, free 

★ HAVANA Sophisticated 
Mama, 9 pm, free 
PONY Medical RX, 9 pm, 
free 

Q NIGHTCLUB Studio 4/4: 
Pleasurekraft, 9 pm- 

2 am, $14 

R PLACE Thirsty Thursdays, 

9 pm, free 

TIMBRE ROOM BUTT DAY, 
5-9 pm, free 
TRINITY Beer Pong 
Thursdays, 9 pm-1 2 am, free 


FRI 7/28 


BARBOZA The Only 
Constant, 7 pm, $13 
BLUE MOON TAVERN 

Wiscon, Survival Guide, 


Lungs & Limbs, Mirrorgloss, 
8 pm, $8 

★ CHATEAU STE. 

MICHELLE Diana Krall, 

8 pm, $57.25/$107.25 
CONOR BYRNE Hotels, 

Irene Barber, Doc Blammer, 

9 pm-12:30 am 
CROCODILE Rootfire 
in The Emerald City Pre- 
Party with The California 
Honeydrops, 8 pm, $20 
THE FUNHOUSE The Edge 
of Paradise, American 
Wrecking Company, Veio, 

7 pm, $8/$ 1 0 

HIGH DIVE A Breakthrough 
In Field Studies, The Purrs, 
Wind Burial, 9 pm, $8/$ 1 0 
LUCKY LIQUOR Dangg, 
Intercision, Sashay, 9 pm, $8 

★ NECTAR Blackalicious, 
Zion I, Ayo Dot & The 
Uppercuts, 8 pm, $20/$25 
NEUMOS Fruit Juice, Bod, 
Sleeping Lessons, Sundae 
Crush, 8 pm, $10/$ 12 

© THE ROYAL ROOM 
Seattle Latin, Brazilian, and 
Caribbean Festival, $20/$50 
SEAMONSTER Funky 2 
Death, 10 pm, $10 
SHOWBOX Led Zepagain, 

9 pm, $ 1 5/$ 1 8 
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Quickie, The Remnants, 
Jackson's Oddities, 9 pm, $7 
SUNSET TAVERN Season of 
Strangers, Transient Songs, 
Wall of Ears, 9 pm, $10 
TIM ’ S TAVERN H u nte r, 

Color You, Over Under, 
Terron/Cactus, 8-1 1 pm, $5 
TRACTOR TAVERN Tape 
Stacks, Greet The Sea, The 
Hoot Hoots, 9 pm, $10 

IF1H 

© JAZZ ALLEY John 
Pizzarelli Plays Jobim with 
Daniel Jobim, Duduka 
DeFonseca, and Helio Alves, 
9:30 pm, $36.50 
TULA’S Stephanie Porter 
Quintet, 7:30 pm, $18 
WESTLAKE PARK Happy 
Orchestra, 12-1:30 pm, free 

ED 

ASTON MANOR House Party 
Fridays, 10 pm-2 am, $20 
BALLARD LOFT Flashback 
Fridays, 10 pm, free 
BARBOZA Famous Fridays, 
10:30 pm, free 

★ CHOP SUEY SLAY, 9 pm- 
2 am, $5-$ 1 0 
FOUNDATION Resonate 
Fridays, 9 pm-2 am, $15-$30 
HAVANA Viva Havana, 9 
pm, $15 

NEIGHBOURS Absolut 
Fridays, 9 pm-4 am, $5 
R PLACE Transcendence, 
9:30 pm, free 
SUBSTATION Afloat, 

10 pm-2 am, $ 1 0/$ 1 5 
THERAPY LOUNGE 
Nostalgia, 10 pm 
TIMBRE ROOM MELT: Two 
Room Party, 10 pm-2 am, 
$5/$ 1 0 

TRINITY Massive Fridays, 
free 

VERMILLION Session 
Fridays, 10 pm-2 am, free 


CLASSICAL/OPERA 


© BENAROYA HALL Seattle 
Chamber Music Society 
Summer Concert, 8 pm 

★ © FREEWAY PARK & 
COLUMBIA PARK Music 
Under the Stars, 7:15 pm, 
free 

ST. JAMES CATHEDRAL 

★ © Summer Organ 
Recital Series: Renee Anne 
Louprette, 7-9 pm, $15 


SAT 7/29 


BARBOZA Lanford Black, 
James Anaya & The Current, 
Alec Shaw, 7 pm, $10/$ 12 
BLUE MOON TAVERN Fast 
Nasties, Fever Feel, Lili St. 
Anne, The Photons, 

9 pm, $7 

CANVAS EVENT SPACE 

Havana Nights 2017, 6 pm- 
midnight, $75-$105 
CENTRAL SALOON 
Voycheck, Dryland, 

Seminars, Deep Creep, 

9 pm, $8 

CHOP SUEY Why Don't We, 

5 pm, $20 

CONOR BYRNE 2nd Annual 
Tribute to The Magnetic 
Fields' "69 Love Songs", 

9 pm-midnight, $8; Drew 
Martin with Guests, 6-8 pm 
CROCODILE© Rain 
City Rock Camp for Girls 
Summer Camp Showcase, 
Sat, July 29, noon, $10; © In 
The Valley Below, Flagship, 
Marsalis, 8 pm, $16 
DARRELL’S TAVERN 
Downtown, Ball Bag, White 
City Graves, 9 pm, $5 
© EL CORAZON Miss 
Fortune, Avoid, Burdens, 

7 pm, $10/$ 12 

THE FUNHOUSE Pelligrini, 
Lust Punch, Rachelle 
Debelle & The Jamfest 
Miracles, Primary Pulse, 

8 pm, $8/$ 1 0 

© GASWORKS PARK 
Modular on the Spot, 

6-9 pm, free 
HIGH DIVE The Seattle 
Debut of Prom Date 
Mixtape, 9 pm, $8/$12 
HIGHWAY 99 Teresa James 

6 The Rhythm Tramps, 

8 pm, $17 

© HIRAM M. CHITTENDEN 
LOCKS 2017 Chittenden 
Locks Summer Concert 
Series, free 
THE KRAKEN BAR & 
LOUNGE Storm the 
Tower, Weapon lord. Iron 
Nightingale, 9 pm, $7 
LO-FI Subtle Triumph, The 
Echolarks, Niagara Moon, 

9 pm, $10 

© LUCKY LIQUOR Worriers, 
Typesetter, Listen Lady, 
Cumulus, Couch, 4- 
7:30 pm, $5/$8 
© THE ROYAL ROOM 
Seattle Latin, Brazilian, and 
Caribbean Festival, $20/$50 
SEAMONSTER 700 
Saturdays, 10 pm, $10 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 
Strong Suit, Denny Blaine 
Group, Irene Pena, 9 
pm, $7; Urban Pioneers, 
Polyester Wags, The 
Whiskey Drifters, 9 pm, $7 
SNOQUALMIE CASINO 
Little River Band, 8 pm, 
$25-$50 

SUBSTATION The 

Deadrones, Pistil Whipped 
Project, Summoned By 
Giants, Kota, 8 pm, $8 
SUNSET TAVERN The Daisy 
Strains, Chris King & The 
Gutterballs, Lowlands, 

9 pm, $10 

★ © TACOMA DOME Ed 

Sheeran, 7:30 pm 
TIM’S TAVERN The Kings, 
Ichi Bichi, Dead on Cue, 
XOfenders, 8 pm-1 2 am, $7 
TRACTOR TAVERN Charlie 
Parr, Michael Wohl, Guests, 

9 pm, $15 

© TRIPLE DOOR The Dusty 
'45s with Christy McWilson 
Band, 8 pm, $20/$25 
VICTORY LOUNGE 

Worriers, Typesetter, 
Softboys, Proofs, 9 pm, $5/$8 
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Wed 

7/26 

8pm 

WEEP WAVE, 

Nauticult, Yr Parents, 
Crushingcrayons 
w/ Nathan Sloan $8 

Thu 

7/27 

8pm 

AYAG00DBYE-A? 
ft: Eggshells, 

Razor Clam & 

Lenin Was A Lover 

Fri 

7/28 

9pm 

PUSHY, 

Donzis, Hot Lunch, 
Coyote 

Sat 

7/29 

9pm 

SUBTLE TRIUMPH 
(Album Release), 

The Echolarks, 

Niagra Moon 

Hie 

8/1 

9pm 

STOP BITING CIRCLE 

OF FIRE ANNIVERSARY 

Wed 

8/2 

9pm 

LOVING TOUCH 

Vinyl Centric House 

DJ Sets $5 

Fri 

8/4 

9pm 

DUG - RARE FUNK 
DANCE PARTY $7 


thelofi.net 

206-254-2824 
429 lastiBkB Ave. East 
Ayes 71+ 
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7/28 

FRIDAY 



The Crocodile Presents: 

StarRo @ Kremwerk 
JusMoni, Yung Futon 

21 and over 


7/28 

FRIDAY 


7/29 

SATURDAY 


7/29 

SATURDAY 


raotfire 


ReignCity & The Crocodile Present: 

Rootfire In The Emerald City Pre-Party 

The California Honeydrops 21 and over 



Rain City Rock Camp for Girls and The Crocodile Present: 

Rain City Rock Camp For Girls 
Summer Camp Showcase! All ages 



The Crocodile Presents: 

Why Don’t We @ Chop Suey 

Jazmine Lucero 

All ages 


7/29 

SATURDAY 



The Crocodile Presents: 

In the Valley Below 

Flagship, Marsalis 

All ages 




Thu 9/14 

A TRIBE 
CALLED RED 



Fr 12/29 

FRUITION 


8/2 DELTA RAE 8/3 PINEGROVE 8/4 TRAVIS THOMPSON 8/5 BOBBY BARE JR. 8/6 AJR 8/8 DUNGEN 
8/9 8/10 GZA 8/11 VAN EPS 8/12 JAI HO! 8/13 MARGARET GLASPY 8/15 VNV NATION 8/16 

PALLBEARER 8/17 TIM MOYER 8/18 A NIGHT OF SEATTLE MUSIC 8/21 DAVID COOK 8/22 THE ROCKET 
SUMMER 8/24 PLANES ON PAPER 8/25 MIKE LOVE 8/26 FRANKIE COSMOS 8/31 SHAMAN’S HARVEST 

2200 2ND AVE ★ CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE 
★ MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM * 
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PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
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STRANGE TIMES 2017 TOUR 
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Wl\kA 

CHATEAU STE. MICHELLE 

Chateau Ste. Michelle 
Festival of Jazz, 2 pm, 
$45/$65 

© JAZZ ALLEY John 
Pizzarelli Plays Jobim with 
Daniel Jobim, Duduka 
DeFonseca, and Helio 
Alves, 9:30 pm, $36.50 
SEAMONSTER Cuba no Y 
Latino, 7 pm, $10 

EZJ 

ASTON MANOR NRG 

Saturdays, 10 pm-2 am, 
free 

BARBOZA Hey Now, 

10:30 pm, free 

CHOP SUEY Dance Yourself 

Clean, 9 pm, Free/$5 

★ CUFF DJ Night: Rotating 
DJs, 10 pm-3 am, free 

★ THE EAGLE Underwear 
Party, 9 pm-2 am, $6/$9 
FOUNDATION Elevate 
Saturdays, $15-30 
HARD ROCK CAFE 
Saturday Sessions on the 
Rooftop, 11 am-2 pm, free 
HAVANA Havana Social, 

9 pm, $15 

KREMWERK Kiss Off, 

10 pm-2 am, $5/$7; TWIRL 
with Verotica — HEAT, 

10 pm-4 am, $ 1 0/$ 1 5 
MONKEY LOFT Diggin 
Deep, 10 pm, $15/ $20 
NECTAR The Prince and 
Michael Experience with DJ 
Dave Paul, 9 pm, $8/$ 1 0 
NEIGHBOURS Powermix, 

8 pm-4 am, $5 
NEUMOS HOTLANTA, 

9 pm, $5 

Q NIGHTCLUB Haute 
Sauce: Benzi, 10 pm- 
2 am, $15 

STAGE SEATTLE Vice 
Saturdays, 10 pm-2 am, 
Free/$15 

THE BALLROOM Sinful 
Saturdays, 9 pm, free 
TRINITY Reload Saturdays, 
9 pm, free 
© VERA PROJECT 
Black Diamond with DJ 
Bentraxxx, Brandon Lentz, 
DJ Richard J Dalton, 7 pm, 
$1 5-$30 


CLASSICAL/OPERA 


© VOLUNTEER PARK 

Chamber Music in the Park, 
7 pm, free 


SUN 7/30 


CHATEAU STE. MICHELLE 

Wine Country Blues 
Festival, 3 pm, $55/$85 
© CHOP SUEY Anjali 
World, 8 pm, $15/$ 18 
THE FUNHOUSE The 
Flusters with Bookmobile!, 
9 pm, $6/$8 

© HIRAM M. CHITTENDEN 
LOCKS 2017 Chittenden 
Locks Summer Concert 
Series, free 
THE KRAKEN BAR 
& LOUNGE The 
Whorewoods, The Kegels, 
Phantom Racer, 9 pm, $7 
© THE ROYAL ROOM 
Seattle Latin, Brazilian, and 
Caribbean Festival, $20/$50 
SUBSTATION Foxy Apollo, 
Sounds Like Disco, 
Dragontail, 8 pm, $8 
SUNSET TAVERN Post 
Animals, Colorworks, 

Moon Darling, 8:30 pm, 

$10 

VICTORY LOUNGE Black 
Giraffe, Fast Nasties, Cherry 
Boy, The Landmarks, 8 pm, 
$5/$8 

ll\kA 

DARRELL’S TAVERN 

Sunday Night Jazz Jam, 

8 pm, free 

FREEWAY PARK Free Blues 
& Cool Jazz, 2-4 pm, free 
© JAZZ ALLEY John 
Pizzarelli Plays Jobim with 
Daniel Jobim, Duduka 
DeFonseca, and Helio 
Alves, 7:30 pm, $36.50 
NECTAR Spyn Reset, NVO, 
Purr Gato, 8 pm, $7/$10 
★ © TULA’S Jim Cutler 
Jazz Orchestra, 7:30 pm, 

$10 

VITO’S RESTAURANT 
& LOUNGE ★ The Ron 


Weinstein Trio, 9:30 pm, 
free; Bob Hammer, 6 pm, 
free 

EQ 

BALTIC ROOM 

Resurrection Sundays, 

9 pm-2 am, $5 
CONTOUR Top A Top, 

9 pm, free 

CUFF Sunday Tea Dance, 
5-1 1 pm, free 
KREMWERK Fraktured, 

9 pm-2 am, $10 
NEIGHBOURS Noche 
Latino, 10 pm-2 am, $5 
PONY The World's Tiniest 
Tea Dance, 4-9 pm, free 
R PLACE Homo Hop, 

10 pm 

★ RE-BAR Flammable, 

10 pm-3 am, $10 


MON 7/31 


★ ARTSWEST After 
Hours — Summer of 
Sondheim: Justin Huertas 

6 Rheanna Atendido, 

7:30 pm, $30 
BARBOZA Bent Knee, 

8 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 
CHOP SUEY Shake The 
Baby Til The Love Comes 
Out, Beverly Crusher, 
Medium Weekend, Tetchy, 

7 pm, free 

© CROCODILE Surf Curse 
with French Vanilla, 

6:30 pm, $12 

DAY 1 Scarlet Parke, 4:30- 
6 pm, free 

DENNY PARK Planes on 
Paper, 4:30-6 pm, free 
THE FUNHOUSE Absence 
of Despair, 8 pm, $6/$8 
HIGHLINE 3Teeth, Dead 
Animal Assembly Plant, 
Year of Death, 9 pm, 

$14/$ 16 

lucky LIQUOR Sparkle 
Carpet, Mercy Seat, Bird 
Teeth, 9 pm, $7 
© NEUMOS Will Raegan 
& United Pursuit, 8 pm, 
$19-$22 

SOUTH LAKE UNION 

General Mojo's, 4:30- 
6 pm, free 

SUBSTATION Side Hammer, 
Filthy Traitors, Mike Dwyer, 

8 pm, $8 

SUNSET TAVERN Dusty, 
Yeah No Totally, Vivian, 

8 pm, $8 

VANVORST PLAZA 

Bleachbear, 4:30-6 pm, free 

un 

BALTIC ROOM Jam Jam, 

9 pm, $10 

★ BAR SUE Motown on 
Mondays, 10 pm, free 


TUE 8/1 


DOWNTOWN SEATTLE 

Tekla Waterfield, 12- 
1:30 pm, free 

THE FUNHOUSE Levitation 
Room, The Knast, Copalis, 
8 pm, $8/$ 1 0 

HIGHLINE Pawns, Arcane, 
Cruz de Navajas, Espejo 
Convexo, Medusa Stare, 9 
pm, $10/$ 13 

RENDEZVOUS Wes Swing, 
Eleanor Murray, Alberta, 

8 pm, $10 

SEAMONSTER SUP, 8 pm, 
free/$5 

TIM’S TAVERN Rock-O- 
Taco Tuesdays, 8 pm, free 

i 1X+A 

© JAZZ ALLEY Lee 

Ritenour and Dave Grusin, 
7:30 pm, $34.50 
OWL N’ THISTLE Jazz with 
Eric Verlinde, 8 pm, free 

★ THE ROYAL ROOM The 
Suffering Fuckheads, 

10 pm, free 

SEAMONSTER Joe Doria 
Presents, 10 pm, free 
SPECKLED & DRAKE Bews 
& O'Brien, 9 pm-1 am, free 

ED 

BALTIC ROOM Drum & 
Bass Tuesdays, 10 pm, free 

★ HAVANA Real Love '90s, 

9 pm, $ 5/Free 

R PLACE Turnt Up 2zdays, 

10 pm, free 




CENTURY BALLROOM 

DINE & DANCE 


915EPLNE ST 
CAPITOL MILL 



THURS, 7/27 - SUN, 7/30 

KEVIN SHEA 

with Chase Mayers 

Kevin Shea is a Los Angeles 
based comedian and actor who 
is a staple of the LA comedy 
scene. His numerous television 
appearances include Comedy 
Central's Premium Blend, Jimmy 
Kimmel Live, and HBO's Down n 
Dirty. Most recently he was the winner 
of NBC's Stand Up for Diversity Showcase. 

iCOHEHY 
UNDERGROUND SISK “ 

WWW.COMEDYUNDERGROUND.COM 



109 S. WASHINGTON ST. 
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Offa Rex 
Break 
Tradition 



MUSIC 



raz SIMONE He’s playing the longevity game. 


A Very Calculated Blowup 

Raz Simone Is Looking to Reign in Seattle’s Rap 
Scene with His Black Umbrella Crew 


I n an age when brief pops like retweets 
and viral videos reign supreme, Seattle 
rapper Raz Simone has chosen a more 
maintainable route — one where numbers 
aren’t the driving force but the viability of 
making art is. Simone’s is a trek that susses 
out the complete character and depth of his 
work in music, and his mission is one of per- 
sonal and creative sustainability “My career,” 
he explains, “is going to be a longer battle. 
But it’s going to be very worth it.” 

Over the past 12 months, Simone has re- 
leased or recorded dozens of new tracks; 
purchased a building in Sodo he calls “Head- 
quarters” for his label, Black Umbrella; and 
has toured with local pop star Macklemore, 
personally bringing along dozens of his own 
fans for the ride. And the prolific lyricist most 
recently released his latest single, “Rare,” an 
aggressive-yet-tender six-minute track pro- 
moting ideas of autonomy while also honoring 
the legacy of friends who have passed away. 

“With that song,” reflects Simone, “I pur- 
posefully wanted to do something that was not 
a predictable radio record. The song hits the 
people who are there for all the right reasons. 
The song is booming off in all the trenches 
and the slums, and it’s going to multiply and 
become a hit there in the streets first. Then, 
later, it will become so popular that pop cul- 
ture can’t ignore it.” 

Simone is quite calculated. He certainly 
does not make career moves blindly. But the 
choices he makes are also somewhat intention- 
ally erratic. Rather than work to skyrocket 
straight to the top, Simone attempts to defy 
the expectations of his ever-growing audi- 
ence. “I care about monitoring my blowup,” 
the rapper admits. “I’ve been slowing down 


BY JAKE UITTI 

my own blowup so long with all the different 
moves I’ve made. I’ve literally stopped people 
from putting my shit on the radio. It’s a slow 
boil. But I’m not just thrown together. Now 
when someone hears me for the first time, I 
have a whole catalog — like 10 albums — that 
tells my life story, emotions, thoughts. I’m 
playing the longevity game.” 

While Simone has written and released 
songs that fit the pop profile — like the recent 
singsongy single “Missin Joogs” — “Rare” 
acutely challenges the ear and intellect. His 
voice on the track is remorseful, lamenting, 
even angry. Rapping over a quickened snare 
drum and hypnotic, ethereal piano riff, Sim- 
one says, “Everybody wanna eat, but none of 
them wanna cook” and “If I let you tell me 
about me, I’m a monster I didn’t love.” 

The track is part of an upcoming album, 
Closer, the release date for which Simone 
plans to announce in a matter of weeks. Clos- 
er, he adds, may even end up being a double 
record. “I had four different albums in my 
mind,” he says. “Closer was one of them. But 
then I created ‘Rare’ on the fly, and my whole 
team believed in it, so I decided to change it 
up. I’m going to be giving people the most 
songs on this next album I’ve ever given. 
More than I can count on a couple hands.” 

And while Closer is the next big step on 
the artist’s creative horizon, there are many 
other pieces to the big puzzle that Simone is 
working to complete. One of those pieces is 
his “dream factory,” the building he recent- 
ly purchased in the city’s stadium district, 
which is meant as a place for creative visual 
developments for artists on Black Umbrella. 
“I want it to be a stake in the city,” Simone 
explains. “It’s like a think tank. You know me, 


I’m always doing something weird.” 

But the weirdness is clearly working and 
paying off for the rapper. Simone continues 
to distinguish himself, and the numbers of 
his songs’ streams and plays — even though 
he says numbers don’t mean much — contin- 
ue to grow, with some tracks clocking in at 
nearly one million plays on SoundCloud and 
others topping 500,000 plays on YouTube. 
In addition, Simone’s music is streaming in 
more than 50 countries. “I’m the best per- 
son at being humble,” he jokes. “No, but in 
all seriousness, sometimes my team has to 
remind me of all the good work we’ve done.” 

While the work has obviously spread its 
wings and found homes worldwide, Simone 
admits that he often finds himself removing 
himself from networking engagements oth- 
er artists might jump at “unless I can have 
a good conversation with people, have some 
kind of heart-to-heart and learn from them,” 
he says. “Otherwise, there are better ways 
to use my time and my life.” 

Besides, he explains, the world is frac- 
tured; it’s different today than it was, say, 
a decade or two ago. It’s a new age — one in 
which the tastemakers on a massive level 
are not what many in their 30s and 40s grew 
up with. “It’s 2017,” Simone says, “and Kim 
and Khloe Kardashian have way more pull 
than MTV” 

Nevertheless, Simone says he wakes to 
each new day with one overarching aim. 
“My biggest goal,” he says, “is to push the 
culture here in Seattle. I want to be able to 
have a hand in the creativity of a nationally 
vindicated scene here. That’s my number 
one thing. When I wake up and go to sleep, 
that’s what I’m thinking about.” ■ 


BY ROBERT HAM 

I f Colin Meloy had his druthers, the De- 
cemberists would exist in 1970s England, 
where they could share stage time and radio 
airplay with the psych-folk giants of the day: 
Fairport Convention, the Pentangle, and the 
Albion Dance Band. 

But, of course, as a modern-day musician, 
the closest Meloy can get is by paying tribute to 
artists who inspire him. Their influence can be 
heard on the Decemberists’ rootsier moments 
and on his 2006 EP Colin Meloy Sings Shirley 
Collins. Recently, Meloy’s musical obsession 
found a new voice 
when he hap- 
pened upon The 
Longest River, 
singer-songwriter 
Olivia Chaney’s 
2015 debut. 

A fellow stu- 
dent of the British 
folk tradition, 
Chaney spent 
decades gigging and learning songs from cen- 
turies past before finally committing some to 
tape, along with a few originals, on The Lon- 
gest River. In Chaney’s crystalline vocals, 
acoustic guitar, and harmonium, Meloy heard 
the long tradition of great British folk artists 
like Shirley Collins, Sandy Denny, and Maddy 
Prior — in other words, the perfect foil for his 
dream project. A few Twitter DMs later, they 
were trading ideas and mapping out a collabo- 
ration that would become Offa Rex. 

It was only then that Chaney decided to 
temper Meloy’s ambitions: “We did go about 
things very differently,” she says, speaking 
from her home in London. “I didn’t want to 
make a record that’s just trying to emulate 
what’s already been done. I wanted it to be a 
love letter to that era. Colin was like, T wanna 
be in an English folk rock group!’ But you 
can’t really re-create that era.” 

Chaney and the Decemberists strike a 
delightful compromise with their new al- 
bum, The Queen of Hearts. Recorded in 
Portland at Tucker Martine’s Flora Studio, 
these folk songs evoke the mood of clas- 
sic LPs like Fairport Convention’s Liege & 
Lief or the self-titled effort by Fotheringay 
through Chris Funk’s stardust-covered guitar 
lines and the mixture of accordion and harpsi- 
chord handled by Jenny Conlee. 

Chaney keeps the album rooted in the 
present. Her arrangements — which include 
classics like Ewan MacColl’s “The First Time 
Ever I Saw Your Face” and traditional fare like 
“The Old Churchyard” — feel slightly burnt 
around the edges. For her, the biggest chal- 
lenge was how to pick a gaggle of obscurities. 

“He persuaded me that it was more than 
justified,” she says of Meloy. “He said, A lot of 
our fans will never have heard the originals.’ 
And I think there’s certainly some validity in 
us putting a fresh stamp on these.” 

Fresh as their interpretations are, many 
of the songs are hundreds of years old. What 
keeps Chaney and her creative partners like 
Scottish folkster Alasdair Roberts returning 
to this age-old material? 

“The human condition doesn’t really change, 
does it?” Chaney says. “The themes are time- 
less. No matter how our ideas about melody 
have morphed, or whether it is religious music 
or pagan, the core themes remain the same, 
and they’re what draws me and many other 
artists back to these songs again and again.” ■ 
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I Had a Profound 
Theatrical Experience at 
a Talkback, of All Things 

BY RICH SMITH 


I expected the 30-minute teaser and subse- 
quent discussion of eSe Teatro’s production of 
Mud to be mildly interesting, if not 100 percent 
boring, as is the case with most if not all extracur- 
ricular theater activities. 

But during the talkback 
portion of the event, a wom- 
an wearing a yellow dress 
burst into tears. Then in 
response, one of the actors 
in the show burst into tears. 

Then many members of the 
audience burst into tears. 

And then there was me, 
a confused and conspicu- 
ously white man sitting 
nervously in a folding chair 
in a roomful of Latinas. 

I had stumbled into one 
of the most profound theatrical experiences of 
my career as a critic: I could feel sadness and 
understanding and support filling the room, 
but because everyone was speaking Spanish, I 
had no idea what the hell was going on. 

More than 20 domestic workers had 


gathered in a general purpose room at Casa 
Latina, a nonprofit located in the Central Dis- 
trict that’s on a mission to empower Seattle’s 
Latino/a immigrants through educational and 
economic opportunities. 

Rose Cano, the artistic 
director for eSe Teatro, 
had arranged to perform 
an excerpt of Maria Irene 
Fornes’s Mud , which runs 
through July 30 at the 
Slate Theater, and then 
offered to moderate a ca- 
sual discussion afterward. 
She’d set up similar events 
for the play with three 
other organizations — once 
at Chief Seattle Club, once 
at William Booth men’s 
shelter, and once at Elizabeth Gregory Home, 
which is a women’s shelter. Her troupe per- 
forms some shows in English and some in 
Spanish. Considering the audience on this oc- 
casion, they performed in Spanish. 

At around 5:30 p.m. on a Friday, after a 


long day of work for many in the room, Cano 
and a small group of plainclothes actors got 
the show under way. A folding table and a few 
chairs served as an ad hoc set, but the actors 
delivered stirring performances despite the 
non-theatrical environment. 

The story follows three extremely poor peo- 
ple — May (played by Monica Cortes Viharo), 
Lloyd (played by Marco Adiak Voli), and Henry 
(played by Fernando Cavallo) — as they try to 
manage their jobs, their health, and their per- 
sonal relationships with one another. Lloyd is a 
hotheaded, macho farmworker who’s suffering 
from some kind of prostate situation. Henry is a 
nerdy and loving friend-of-the-family type. And 
May is trying to learn to read so she can escape 
the metaphorical and literal mud everyone is 
clomping around in. May is worried, though, 
about leaving Lloyd behind — they grew up to- 
gether and have some serious history. 

After the final dramatic scene, the Casa 
Latina audience circled up for the talkback, a 
little reluctantly, or so it seemed to me. Though 
I remembered some Spanish from my high 
school and college years, I had trouble follow- 
ing the quick conversation. A woman next to 
me sensed my troubles, took pity, and leaned in 
to translate occasionally. 

The group was discussing without judg- 
ment the complex situations confronting the 
characters. Many of the scenarios dramatized 
in the play, one of the women said, reflected 
realities she’d witnessed or heard about in her 
community here in Seattle: people refusing to 
seek medical treatment due to language barri- 
ers, people trapped in bad relationships, people 
working so hard they don’t have energy to do the 
things they need to do so they don’t have to work 
so hard. Many heads nodded in agreement. 

Then the woman in yellow spoke out. She 
said she saw herself in the character of May 
because she was also illiterate. She came to the 
United States six years ago and has been trying 


to learn, but it’s been difficult to begin studies as 
an adult. Through tears she said her father had 
told her she didn’t need to learn to read because 
she was a woman. Her job was to pump out ba- 
bies. Her husband told her the same thing. But 
now she’s got babies — daughters — and she’s 
doing everything she can to make sure they get 
a good education and learn to read. 

Monica Cortes Viharo, the woman who 
plays May, broke into tears in response to this 
admission. She told the group that she could 
understand Spanish, but that she had to learn 
to speak it for the role. While learning her lines, 
it sometimes felt as if she couldn’t read, either, 
and this feeling of helplessness was one of the 
ways she accessed her character’s emotions. 

For me, the moment reinforced the impor- 
tance of representation in theater, and in a very 
concrete way revealed how much I can’t see 
due to my many advantages. And here’s Rose 
Cano, not waiting for the audience she wants 
to find her but rather going out to find them. 
Six people in the Casa Latina audience signed 
up to see the show afterward, and Cano said 
she’s had similar results at the other locations. 
Surely there’s a lesson in this for all small com- 
panies: If the mountain doesn’t come to your 
rental, go to the mountain and then show it how 
to get to your rental. 

Fornes’s play, and Cano’s treatment of it, is 
indisputably great, and the theatrical foreman 
in me felt deep appreciation for the formal el- 
ements of the piece. The actors’ childlike but 
strangely flat affect aligned with Fornes’s 
Beckett-like, stripped-down dialogue, and 
served as a perfect counterpoint to the violence 
that permeates every scene. 

Though I was moved by the play’s inevitably 
bleak ending, I didn’t break down in tears like 
the woman in yellow. But creating a show that 
allows for both my experience and the experi- 
ence of that woman is the whole reason anybody 
makes art in the first place. ■ 
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FILM 



ROOM 104 Each episode is shot in the same hotel room in an unnamed town. 

The Seattle Roots of 
HBO’s Buzzy 
New Show 

Local Filmmakers Dayna Hanson 
and Megan Griffiths Directed 
Episodes of Room 10b 

BY CHARLES MUDEDE 


T he passenger plane wanted to 
land at LAX, but its nosewheel 
was stuck 90 degrees to the left. 
This meant landing with a crooked wheel, 
endangering the lives of the 140 passen- 
gers and six crew members on board. This 
happened at the same time 
that my driver and I entered 
Bend, Oregon, for the Bend- 
Film Festival. Born the year 
before, in 2004, the festival 
focused on independent films 
and was organized by a community with 
lots of people who worked in Hollywood. To 
my surprise, Bend was not just a town in 
the middle of Oregon, but a virtual suburb 
of Los Angeles. 

As we entered Bend, the plane landed 
with a burst of flames. No one died. We 
met our host, a doctor. We were shown to 
his place. He and his wife were happy to 
have a filmmaker in their home. He gave 
me some drugs. The next day, we watched 
a screening of a movie I made with Rob 
Devor, Police Beat , joined by the citizens 
of Bend. And the day after that, there 
was a ceremony for the festival’s awards. 
I won something, but there was no money 
attached to it. Another film, however, The 
Puffy Chair , did win an award that came 
with a cash prize — $10,000. One of its mak- 
ers, Jay Duplass, was there to pick up the 


check. He gave a speech. It was not long. 
People clapped. That was the moment the 
Duplass brothers entered my life. 

Four years later, I saw Jay’s brother, 
Mark Duplass, on-screen. He was one of the 
main characters in Lynn Shelton’s breakout 
movie, Humpday. The fol- 
lowing year, Mark Duplass 
produced Linas Phillips’s 
Bass Ackwards. Phillips lived 
in Seattle at the time, and his 
film was shot by Sean Por- 
ter, a cinematographer who got his start in 
this town. In 2011, Mark Duplass appeared 
alongside British actress Emily Blunt in lo- 
cal director Lynn Shelton’s fourth feature, 
Your Sister’s Sister. The film takes place on 
an island accessed by a Washington State 
ferry. In 2012, Mark Duplass starred in 
Safety Not Guaranteed , next to Parks and 
Recreation’s, Aubrey Plaza, a film set and 
shot in the Pacific Northwest, and photo- 
graphed by Ben Kasulke, one of the four 
cinematographers who established the look 
of Seattle’s new cinema. 

In 2015, Mel Eslyn, a Seattle producer, 
started working for Duplass Brothers Pro- 
ductions. Are you getting my drift? Those 
guys have a long and deep relationship 
with Seattle’s film community. And so it is 
no surprise that their latest project, Room 
10b — which emerged from a deal with ► 
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◄ HBO — has two directors from Seattle, 
Dayna Hanson (who has a background in 
modern dance) and Megan Griffiths (who 
has directed five feature films). But before 
explaining how these prominent figures of 
the film community got roped into Room 
lOJp, I must explain what the show is about. 

There has been much secrecy around the 
project because of its premise: Each epi- 
sode is shot in the same room, which is in a 
hotel in an unnamed 
town, but each has a 
completely different 
story. Eslyn kept her 
cards close to the vest 
when discussing it, and 
would give me only the 
most general kinds 
of descriptions. One 
director made a hor- 
ror film, another did a 
comedy, another a drama, and so on. 

What did Dayna Hanson make? Accord- 
ing to a recent correspondence: “In spring 
2016, I was invited by Xan Aranda to pitch 
concepts for a dance-driven episode of 
Room 101p. The experience was quick and 
intense, and happened in phases: After the 
producers chose the concept that interested 
them, I wrote a script that gave primacy to 
narrative, rather than dance. I felt the story 
had to be watertight. The writing process 
was iterative, with lots of notes from Mark 


Duplass and Xan.” The episode is titled 
“Voyeurs.” 

I asked Megan Griffiths about her in- 
volvement in Room 101^, and she wrote: 
“Mark Duplass e-mailed me directly to ask 
if Ed be interested in directing an episode he 
had written. I thought the writing was very 
human and hilarious, and I had been hoping 
to expand into episodic work for a while, so I 
leapt at the opportunity. While I was shoot- 
ing the first episode, 
he asked if I’d direct 
another, which was 
extremely different 
tonally. I thrive work- 
ing in different genres 
and was very grateful 
for Mark’s confidence 
in me to be able to 
handle such diverse 
material.” 

And what was it like working with the 
Duplass brothers? “The fantastic team Mark 
and Jay assembled made me feel very cre- 
atively valued throughout,” she said. Griffiths 
directed the episodes “The Missionaries” and 
“The Fight.” 

The first episode of Room 10 J is “Ral- 
phie,” which was directed by a person who 
has nothing to do with Seattle’s film scene 
(Sarah Adina Smith). But it is not a stretch 
to consider the Duplass brothers as part of 
Seattle’s film scene. ■ 


The Duplass brothers 
have a long and deep 
relationship with Seattle’s 
film community. 


Four Amazing 
Musicians Find 
Redemption in Mali Blues 

BY DAVE SEGAL 


L utz Gregor’s Mali Blues ex- 
amines that nation’s musical 
spirit through the wrenching 
experiences of four musicians. This lag- 
gardly paced documentary may make you 
feel heat-dazed, but the 
stories of guitarist/vocal- 
ist Fatoumata Diawara, 
guitarist Ahmed Ag Kae- 
di of the Tuareg group 
Amanar, anti- 1 slam rap- 
per Master Soumy, and 
griot Bassekou Kouyate 
(the Jimi Hendrix of the 
ngoni) will touch you 
deeply. We learn that 
music is not merely friv- 
olous diversion for these 
individuals; it is crucial 
to their survival, iden- 
tity, and the country’s 
cultural traditions — 
all of which have been 
threatened by the en- 
croaching enforcement 
of Sharia law. 

While each charac- 
ter’s struggle is poignant, perhaps the most 
gripping tales are those of Ag Kaedi and 
Diawara. The former hails from the des- 
ert village of Kidal and relates his extreme 
discomfort with Bamako’s ur- 
ban chaos. Unfortunately, he 
had to move there in order to 
elude the radical Muslims who 
banned music in the nation’s 
northern sector where he lived, destroyed 
his instruments, and threatened to cut off 
his fingers. He relates how Tuareg natives 
like him rarely smile, but the strife he’s 
gone through provides essential nutrients 
for his deeply powerful desert blues. Di- 
awara escaped from her home to avoid an 


arranged marriage and, in the film’s most 
riveting scene, performs a song about her 
clitorectamy in front of an audience of wom- 
en, including her mother. 

Mali Blues — which doubles as a travel- 


ogue of the country’s dirt roads, ramshackle 
dwellings, and helmetless motorbike rid- 
ers — has a loose, informal feel. We casually 
get to know the four protagonists through 
their words and music and inter- 
actions with fellow musicians. 
They view themselves as agents 
for peace and preachers against 
intolerance, and their music — 
save for Master Soumy’s heavy-handed 
hiphop — possesses a spindly, feathery qual- 
ity, but it’s built to last. The film’s dramatic 
crux derives from how each musician takes 
inspiration from religion and views their 
music as extensions of it, while also battling 
its more oppressive manifestations. ■ 



Mali Blues 

dir. Lutz Gregor 
SIFF Film Center 
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CHOW 



EUROPEAN FOODS Potato vareniki with grilled onions and cabbage rolls. 


JESSICA STEIN 


Home Is Where the 
Pickled Cabbage Is 

Searching Seattle for Authentic Romanian Food 

BY ANCA L. SZILAGYI 


S eattle is not a mecca of Eastern Europe- 
an food. To be sure, Polish and Russian 
cuisines are well-represented at the Polish 
Home Association, Sebi’s, Pel Meni Dumpling 
Tzar, and Piroshky Piroshky. And who doesn’t 
adore a pile of dumplings? (Pierogi and pel- 
meni and vareniki, oh my!) But for years, Pve 
been scouring the city for something differ- 
ent — a taste of my Romanian roots. 

Sarajevo Lounge — a Belltown spot with 
a nightclub vibe (2332 First Ave) — works in 
a pinch; their Friday happy hour is a lovely 
thing on a summer’s day, when you can sit 
by the open windows and drink in the view 
of Puget Sound. The menu features cevapi, 
a grilled skinless sausage that goes great 
with a cold beer. Back home in Brooklyn, 
when my parents didn’t have time to schlep 
to Sunnyside in Queens for mici — the slightly 
larger Romanian version — they would serve 
cevapi from the neighborhood’s Albanian 
butcher. And Sarajevo Lounge doesn’t skimp 
on serving size: $14 gets you 10 lamb-beef 
sausages (about the size of a breakfast link) 
sandwiched between two slices of lepinja, 
the Balkan flatbread that is like a fluffier pita 
with the slightest crackle. The platter comes 
with a scoop of kajmak (a dairy product akin 
to whipped butter) to spread on the delec- 
table lepinja, chopped white onion, and ajvar 
(a somewhat creamy red bell pepper spread). 
The sharpness of the raw onion and sweet 
tang of the ajvar help bring life to these 
well-grilled (if short on garlic and pepper) 
sausages. Crispy fries round out the hearty 
platter; you will not go hungry. 

I wanted to get sarma — stuffed cab- 
bage — but the server said the owner’s 


mother was out, so it wasn’t available. My 
disappointment shifted to hope; perhaps 
when I returned, the sarma would have 
a special magic that the cevapi lacked. In- 
stead, I tried a goulash that was more soup 
than stew. Chunks of beef swam in a savory 
tomato and paprika broth with potatoes, 
cauliflower, and asparagus. The beef needed 
the sauce, as it wasn’t exactly melt-in-your- 
mouth. But more lepinja bread proved a 
winning addition, perfect for sopping. 

No thanks to a buy-out from Heineken, Ti- 
misoreana, the Romanian beer on the menu, 
wasn’t available. But the waiter recom- 
mended two refreshing lagers, Skopsko from 
Macedonia and the slightly more flavorful Ni- 
sko from Serbia, the perfect accompaniment. 

Fans of Big John’s PFI in the Interna- 
tional District or George’s Deli on First 
Hill should head to the colorful aisles of 
European Foods, a gem of a grocery store 
and restaurant in a strip mall near Bitter 
Lake (13520 Aurora Ave N). There you’ll 
find all manner of smoked fish and meats; 
seven kinds of dry curd cottage cheese 
(to say nothing of the other dairy prod- 
ucts — I like kashkaval, a sharp Bulgarian 
cheese); Romanian, Moldovan, Russian, and 
Georgian wine; poppy seed roulades and 
other tantalizing confections; and myriad 
preserves — Armenian green walnuts, cher- 
ry compote, and black currant jam. 

On my visit, the dining room was dark 
and quiet. Doilies graced each table. Gold 
streamers and stars hung from the crimson 
ceiling. A set of ornate light fixtures remind- 
ed me of Byzantine crowns. It felt as if we’d 
missed a party that had happened the ► 
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◄ night before and everyone was still sleep- 
ing. Or they were waiting for the party to 
start and no one had arrived yet. Granted, it 
was midafternoon, an awkward time of day. 

I’d heard the sweet-and-sour sauce on 
their cabbage rolls included ketchup, and I 
was extremely skeptical. The rolls arrived 
somewhat cold with a dollop of sour cream 
and, yes, a whiff of vinegary tomato. They 
were a bit tastier than the golabki at Sebi’s, 
whose creamy tomato sauce is milder (though 
comforting). Brown rye bread, handy for 
plate-cleaning, had the right-out-of-a-plastic- 
bag texture that plagues too many loaves. 
(Indeed, European Foods ships in German 
bread from Vancouver, BC, and rye bread 
from Portland; it’s time for Seattle bakeries 
to make a better, crustier rye!) For good mea- 
sure, we tried the potato vareniki, which were 
delightful: Dense and chewy dough gave way 
to luscious, buttery potato. Covered in sour 
cream and flecked with dill, this is the dish 
worth the trek to Aurora and 135th. 

For many years, Vancouver, BC, seemed 
to be the only place I could get authentic 
Romanian food. Once, my parents shipped 
me ajar of pickled cabbage leaves from Sun- 
nyside so I could make sarmale (Romanian 
cabbage rolls) the way I wanted. None of 
the cabbage rolls I’d encountered in Seattle 
thus far used pickled cabbage, and so to me 
came off a bit on the bland side. But now I 
can go to Renton, where the region’s one Ro- 
manian restaurant opened in May of 2016: 
Sunset Bistro. 


Like European Foods, it’s located in a 
strip mall (354 Sunset Blvd N, Renton). We 
arrived in the airy dining room to find the 
best of the 1980s piping through the speak- 
ers, while the sunny back patio was half full 
of people chatting under all the available um- 
brellas. Eggplant salad was a divine summer 
starter. The roasted and pureed eggplant 
was smoky and creamy, and chopped red 
onion added a sharp crunch. Slices of to- 
mato and flecks of parsley made for a bright 
garnish. A basket of thick-cut white country 
bread accompanied the spread; alas, it ached 
for a crunchier crust. 

The mici was lightly crispy. The succulent 
lamb-beef sausage — redolent of garlic and 
well-peppered — tasted fresh, as if they’d just 
ground the meat. Regular old yellow mustard 
proved a fine condiment, though I’d hoped for 
something a bit different in that department. 
Intense, more-than-full-sour pickles with 
quite a bit of spice were a nice surprise. 

At last came the sarmale, juicy and 
wrapped in pickled cabbage. A slender hot 
pepper lay atop the four rolls, and it burned 
my tongue off. A wedge of creamy polenta and 
dollop of sour cream, however, were the best 
antidote. This is what I’d hoped for — the most 
flavorful cabbage rolls I’d found yet. The one 
thing they lacked was a hint of smoked pork, 
like in my grandmother’s spin on the dish. 
Lots of other dishes on the menu promised 
smoked pork, however. Now I just need to fig- 
ure out a way to walk to Renton so I can come 
back to eat here with a bigger appetite. ■ 


FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

BY ROB BREZSNY 


For the Week of July 26 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Are you feeling as daring about 
romance as I suspect? If so. I've composed a provocative note for 
you to give to anyone you have good reason to believe will be glad 
to receive it. Feel free to copy it word for word or edit it to suit 
your needs. Here it is: "I want to be your openhearted explorer. 
Want to be mine? We can be in foolishly cool drooling devotion 
to each other's mighty love power. We can be in elegant solid- 
gold allegiance to each other's genius. Wouldn't it be fun to see 
how much liberation we can whip up together? We can play off 
our mutual respect as we banish the fearful shticks in our bags of 
tricks. We can inspire each other to reach unexpected heights of 
brazen intelligence." 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You still have a wound that never 
formed a proper scar. (We're speaking metaphorically here.) It's 
chronically irritated. Never quite right. Always stealing bits of 
your attention. Would you like to do something to reduce the 
distracting power of that annoying affliction? The next 25 days 
will be a favorable time to seek such a miracle. All the forces of 
nature and spirit will conspire on your behalf if you formulate a 
clear intention to get the healing you need and deserve. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In his poem "The Initiate," Charles 
Simic speaks of "someone who solved life's riddles in a voice of an 
ancient Sumerian queen." I hope you're not focused on seeking help 
and revelations from noble and grandiose sources like that, Gemini. 
If you are, you may miss the useful cues and clues that come your 
way via more modest informants. So please be alert for the bless- 
ings of the ordinary. As you work on solving your quandaries, give 
special attention to serendipitous interventions and accidental luck. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): For many years, the Tobe Zoological 
Park housed a "praying panther" named Ato. The large black 
feline periodically rose up on her hind legs and put her paws 
together as if petitioning a higher power for blessings. I sug- 
gest we make her your spirit ally in the coming weeks. I hope 
she'll inspire you to get your restless mind out of the way as you 
seek to quench your primal needs. With the praying panther as 
your muse, you should be able to summon previously untapped 
reserves of your animal intelligence and cultivate an instinctual 
knack for knowing where to find raw, pristine satisfaction. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22): Do you really have to be the flashy king or 
charismatic queen of all you survey? Must all your subjects put on 
kneepads and prostrate themselves as they bask in your glory? Isn't 
it enough for you to simply be the master of your own emotions, 
and the boss of your own time, and the lord of your own destiny? 
I'm not trying to stifle your ambition or cramp your enthusiasm; I 
just want to make sure you don't dilute your willpower by trying 
to wield command over too wide a swath. The most important 
task, after all, is to manage your own life with panache and in- 
genuity. But I will concede this: The coming weeks will be a time 
when you can also probably get away with being extra worshiped 
and adored. 

VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): Dear Hard Worker: Our records in- 
dicate that you have been neglecting to allot yourself sufficient 
time to rest and recharge. In case you had forgotten, you are 
expected to take regular extended breaks, during which time it 
is mandatory to treat yourself with meticulous care and extreme 
tenderness. Please grant yourself an immediate dispensation. 
Expose yourself to intensely relaxing encounters with play, fun, 
and pleasure — or else! No excuses will be accepted. 

LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): If extraterrestrial beings land their 
spaceship on my street and say they want to meet the creatures 
who best represent our planet, I will volunteer you Libras. Right 


now, at least, you're nobler than the rest of us, and more sparkly, 
too. You're dealing smartly with your personal share of the 
world's suffering, and your day-to-day decisions are based more 
on love than fear. You're not taking things too personally or too 
seriously, and you seem better equipped than everyone else to 
laugh at the craziness that surrounds us. And even if aliens don't 
appear, I bet you will serve as an inspiring influence for more 
human beings than you realize. Does being a role model sound 
boring? I hope not. If you regard it as an interesting gift, it will 
empower you to wield more clout than you're used to. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): During the four years he worked on 
painting the Sistine Chapel, Michelangelo never took a bath. 
Was he too preoccupied with his masterpiece? Modern artist 
Pae White has a different relationship with obsession. To create 
her fabric art pieces, she has spent years collecting more than 
3,500 scarves designed by her favorite scarf-maker. Then there's 
filmmaker James Cameron, who hired an expert in linguistics to 
create an entire new language from scratch for the aliens in his 
movie Avatar. In accordance with the astrological omens, Scorpio, 
I approve of you summoning this level of devotion — as long as 
it's not in service to a transitory desire, but rather to a labor of 
love that has the potential to change your life for the better for 
a long time. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): "The purpose of art is to lay 
bare the questions that have been hidden by the answers," wrote 
author James Baldwin. Even if you're not an artist, I encourage 
you to make that your purpose in the coming weeks. Definitive 
answers will at best be irrelevant and at worst useless. Vigorous 
doubt and inquiry, on the other hand, will be exciting and invigo- 
rating. They will mobilize you to rebel against any status quos 
that have been tempting you to settle for mediocrity. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19): You're in a phase of your cycle 
when the most useful prophecies are more lyrical than logical. 
So here you go — three enigmatic predictions to help stir up the 
creative ingenuity you'll need to excel on your upcoming tests. (1) 
A darling but stale old hope must shrivel and wane so that a spiky, 
electric new hope can be born. (2) An openness to the potential 
value of a metaphorical death will be one of your sweetest assets. 
(3) The best way to cross a border is not to sneak across bearing 
secrets but to stride across in full glory with nothing to hide. 

AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 18): Aquarian novelist James Joyce had 
a pessimistic view about intimate connection. Here's what he said: 
"Love (understood as the desire of good for another) is in fact so 
unnatural a phenomenon that it can scarcely repeat itself, the 
soul being unable to become virgin again and not having energy 
enough to cast itself out again into the ocean of another's soul." 
My challenge to you, Aquarius — in accordance with the astro- 
logical omens — is to prove Joyce wrong. Figure out how to make 
your soul virgin again so it can cast itself out into the ocean of 
another's soul. The next eight weeks will be prime time to achieve 
that glorious feat. 

PISCES (Feb 19-March 20): Years after he had begun his work 
as a poet, Rainer Maria Rilke confessed that he was still finding 
out what it took to do his job. "I am learning to see," he wrote. "I 
don't know why it is, but everything enters me more deeply and 
doesn't stop where it once used to." Given the current astrological 
omens, you have a similar opportunity, Pisces: to learn more about 
how to see. It won't happen like magic. You can't just sit back pas- 
sively and wait for the universe to accomplish it for you. But if you 
decide you really would like to be more perceptive — if you resolve 
to receive and register more of the raw life data that's flowing 
toward you — you will expand and deepen your ability to see. ■ 

Homework: Make a prediction about where you'll be and what 
you'll be doing on January 1, 2020. Testify at freewillastrology.com. 



PADO! 


Named one of 

Seattle’s 8 
Hottest 
Beer Bars 

by Zagat 


NEW 

SUMMER 

MENU! 


Lake City Farmer’s Market Specials 
every Friday (till they’re gone) until the Market closes! 

Monthly Convergence featuring local brewery 

w/suggested food pairings, benefitting a local non-profit 
-Last Wednesday of every month. 


Live at the Shed: Live music at noon and 9pm 

the 2nd Saturday of each month 

10104 3rd Ave NE, Seattle WA I www.watershedpub.com El 


THE WORLD 
IS FUCKED, 
MIGHT AS 
WELL HAVE 
A SANGRIA ON 
OUR PATIO. 
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ADVERTISE YOUR PATIO 

in the Stranger 

AUGUST 2 and/or AUGUST 9 

EMAIL ADINFO@THESTRANGER.COM 
OR CAU 206-323-7101 
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Teddy 

Fischer 

This Mercer Island High 
School Student Scored an 
Interview with Defense 
Secretary James Mattis 

TEXT BY AMBER CORTES 
PHOTO BY STANTON STEPHENS 


You saw a photo in the Washington 
Post with Defense Secretary James 
Mattis's phone number scrawled on a 
Post-it note. So you decided to contact 
him for an interview? 

I didn't really think about it; it just kind 
of happened. I called the number to see if 
it was him, and when the call went to his 
voice mail, I hung up and then sent him 
a text message asking for the interview. 

I didn't think about the fallout or what 
would happen if he called back. 

Were you nervous during the inter- 
view? What was the highlight? 

I wasn't really nervous, because I was very 
focused and knew what I wanted to do. The 
highlight was probably at the beginning of 
the interview when he said he talks to con- 
gressmen, politicians, and generals the same 
way he would talk to high schoolers. He 
also remembered and addressed me by my 
name — showing that he took me seriously. 

What was the biggest takeaway from 
this experience? 

The biggest takeaway for me would be 
that if you are respectful and polite when 
asking questions, most people, regardless of 
their occupation, age, and power, will take 
the time to answer. As a student, I learned 
not to be afraid to ask anyone anything, 
and that it's okay to press people as long as 
you are willing to listen to their responses 
and maintain a polite attitude. 

Million-dollar question: After this 
experience, did you decide to go into 
journalism as a career? 

I'm not really sure; I'm still exploring my 
options. Certainly, after this interview, I'll 
consider journalism as a career prospect. ■ 


ACTIVIST JOBS 

Seeking driven, passionate and politically motivated individuals to lead the resistance 
this summer. Work with GRASSROOTS CAMPAIGNS, INC,! 

OBJECTIVES: 

• Fight for LGBTQ+ rights 

• Protect reproductive rights 

• Fight discrimination 

We are currently hiring for entry level, Full-Time Canvasser and Field Manager positions 

Pay: $2,250 - $3,000 per month. 

Call Avery at (206) 299-2068 



34th St. 98040 \ 




Sustain your wallet. 
Maintain your style. 


Store hours: 
Mon-Sat 10-7, 
Sun 12-5 


Mercer Island 


-7760 7710 i. 


’.mercerislandthrift.i 
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High-Quality 
Compassionate 


WOMEN 


We offer 


SEATTLE 

Reproductive Health Care 


Abortion services 
Family planning 
Well -wo man exams 
General gynecological care 
STI and STD screenings 
Pregnancy confirmation 


Begin your path 
to good health 
with us. 

Call today for an 
appointment. 



*35 

Quick-start 
Birth Control 
Visit 


Ultraso unds 
Infertility evaluation 
Preconception visits 
Colposcopies 
Menopause care 
Uterine biopsy 
Miscarriage management 


800 - 522-0606 - 206 - 625-0202 

sm it ~lilH 


111 


Your Complete Guide to 
Summer Events in Seattle 



THINGS TO DO 




SEAFAIR OUTDOOR FOOD & DRINK MUSIC 

MOVIES EVENTS FESTIVALS 


See it all at StrangerThingsToDo.com or download 
our free Stranger Things To Do In Seattle app 

Get it FREE on the Get it FREE on 

V App Store Google Play 



THE MOST POPULAR GUIDE 
TO NORTH AMERICA’S LARGEST 
URBAN ARTS FESTIVAL!* 


OUR BIGGEST ISSUE OF THE YEAR! 


BE A PART OF SEATTLE’S 
LABOR DAY WEEKEND TRADITION! 



ISSUE DATE: WED AUG 30 

SPACE RESERVATION DEADLINE: FRI AUG 18 


TO ADVERTISE, 

CALL 206-323-7101 OR EMAIL 
ADINFO@THESTRANGER.COM 



*Audience surveys by One Reel (the co-producers of Bumbershoot) reveal that more Bumbershoot attendees 
rely on The Stranger as their primary source for information about the festival than any other publication. 



All PREOWWS 

THROUGH LABOR DAY! 


Kiosks located m Gloss and Goods or 
auess from anywhere at 
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716 NW 65th Street 

206.557,7333 KerbshaLise.org 
SurvTbur 9 c v10p Fn-Sat 9a-11p 



DO YOU HAVE 
PTSD AND 
ALCOHOL 
PROBLEMS? 

Seeking free treatment? 
Paid research opportunity. 

Call the APT study at 
206-764-2458 


COMMUNITY. 

CULTURE. 

cannabis: 


LUXP0T5NflP.COM 




PARATEX www.paratex.com 
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Vape Carts 

starting at 

+ 
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This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery 
under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. For use only by adults twenty-one and older. 

Keep out of the reach of children. 




BOTHELL \ BELLTOWN/DtWHTOHUN I FHEIffONT /BALLARD 
GflEENWBQ D/BALIA HO I OCEAN SHORES I SKYi AY/SEAT AC 

Earn points, score weed, 




SHOP 


EARN REDEEM 


Sign up for OUf fo/olly program ra receive: 

Introductory discount, product speci a I &, 
inventory updates# & morel Visit shops for more info! 

Ifir pr*u**m wk\\ rep-li-:* I«h«I thii&uhh" 

Visit HaveaHeartCC.com/5pedals 
For a full list of each shops deals! 

fc Have a Heart 
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